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The  Alayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 
Birkenheail. 


l\Ir.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

i have  the  honour  to  subnnt  my  Annual  Piejjort  for  the  year  1948. 
The  year  lias  been  a noteworthy  one,  in  that  it  has  seen  the  implemen- 
tation of  the  National  Health  Service  x\ct,  1946,  an  Act  which  has 
brought  revolutionary  changes  to  the  Health  Services  in  this  country. 
This  Act,  the  conception  of  which  goes  back  many  years,  and  which  is 
of  disputed  parentage,  came  into  being  after  a complicated  and  difficult 
gestation,  on  the  appointed  day,  viz.  5th  July,  1948. 

As  wa.s  to  be  expected  with  an  enactment  of  such  magnitude  and 
far  reaching  issues,  the  first  five  months  of  its  existence  have  been 
difficnlt  ones,  complicated  by  unforeseen  teething  troubles,  and  some 
time  must  elapse  before  its  full  and  successful  implementation  can  be 
assured. 

The  first  six  months  of  the  year  were  occupied  in  the  prej^aration 
and  completion  of  the  various  “ proposals,”  for  final  submission  to, 
and  approval  by,  the  Minister  of  Healfli. . 

The  completed  schemes,  as  approved  by  the  Minister,  have  been 
embodied  in  a Booklet,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  every  member 
of  the  Council. 

Briefly,  the  effect  of  the  new  Act,  as  far  as  my  Department  is 
concerned,  is  to  divorce  to  a large  extent,  preventive  from  curative 
medicine.  The  Health  Committee  loses  control  of  their  Municipal 
Hos])itals,  the  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  Services,  the  Muni- 
cipal Laboratory  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind.  The  first  three  of 
these  are  transferred  to  the  Eegional  Hospital  Jloard;  the  Municipal 
Laboratory  becomes  part  of  the  IVIedical  Eesearch  Council;  and  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  passes  to  the  Welfare  Committee. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  responsibilities  of  the  Health  Department 
have  been  greatly  extended  in  other  directions,  and  several  new  duties 
lia\e  been  allotted  to  it. 

'.rile  Amm:!l  Eeport  this  year  deals  with  the  Services  transferred 
to  the  Regional  fh)S]atal  Board  only  from  1st  -lanuary,  to  the  time 
when  the  new  Act  became  operative,  viz  51h  -Inly.  The  exteiisions 
of  the  existing  scrx’ices  and  the  new  dutic's  accruing  to  this  Dejiart- 
iiiciit  arc  dealt  with  iiiidei-  their  apjiropriate  sections. 

In  cfuichision,  1 have  to  acknowledge  with  gi-atitude  the  help  and 
co-operation  1 have  roc('i\-od  from  the  ('haii'iiian  and  iiKMiibers  of  the 
\'arions  Cfunmittees  on  which  I have  the  hononi’  to  serve,  from  my 
of)||c;icia*s  ill  other  1 )eparti i icniis,  and  from  tlu!  staff  under  my  (control. 

'I'onr  obedient  sei’vant, 

1C  C.  lOSddCR. 


M('di(‘al  OITic.cr  of  Healfli. 


PREFACE 


The  Eegistrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
as  at  81st  December  was  140,300. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Bate  was  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  the 
Borough. 

There  was  only  one  Maternal  Death,  that  of  a Birkenhead  resident 
who  died  outside  the  Borough. 

The  Death  Bate  of  12.1  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1988. 

The  notifications  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  reached  the 
highest  peak  since  notification  of  these  diseases  was  made  compulsory 
in  October  1989. 

Under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act  1944  the  Local 
Authority  em])loy  a quota  of  disabled  persons.  To  enable  such  persons 
to  become  eligible  for  entry  into  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  three 
grades,  from  a medical  standpoint,  were  introduced  and  thus  many 
men  and  women  were  employed,  who  under  the  old  Begulations  of  the 
Corporation  would  have  been  rejected  as  “ unfit.” 

1,865  medical  examinations  and  re-examinations  were  carried 
out  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  in  connection  with  fitness  for  entry 
into  the  Corporation  service,  etc.,  compared  with  827  in  1947,  501  in 
1946  and  232  in  1945. 

743  cremations  took  place  during  the  year  at  Landican  as  com- 
pared with  691  in  1947.  19.5  per  cent  of  the  total  cremations  were 

Birkenhead  residents. 

The  transfer  of  the  Hospitals,  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinics,  Municipal  Laboratory  and  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Department, 
entailed  also  the  transfer  of  the  Medical,  Nursing,  Domestic  and 
Clerical  staffs,  engaged  both  centrally  and  peripherally  in  these  services, 
to  their  respective  new  Authorities. 

During  the  year  Dr.  D.  L.  Murray,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  resigned  to  take  up  an  appointment  with  the  Sheffield  Begional 
Hospital  Board,  and  Dr.  D.  F.  Alorgan  was  appointed  as  his  successor. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Christian  was  also  appointed  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

Miss  L.  Liggins,  Matron  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Mr. 
G.  Wills,  District  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Miss  M.  M.  Graham,  Non- 
]^Iedical  Inspector  of  Midwives,  retired  on  attaining  the  age  limit  after 
38,  36  and  32  years’  service  respectively  with  the  Corporation,  and 
I wush  to  acknowledge  their  long  and  faithful  service  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 


SHORT  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Area  of  Borougli 8,598  acres  or  13.4  square  miles 


Estimated  population  (mid-Year  1948)  140 ,-300 

Xumber  of  persons  per  acre  (density  of  population)  16.3 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  35,376 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate^ £3,820 

Birkenhead  general  rate  16/9  in  the  £ 

Birth-rate  (live)  per  1,000  of  the  population  21.4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 12.1 

Average  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years  — 14.4 

Infantile  IMortahty  Bate  (per  1,000  births)  53 

Average  nnmber  of  children  attending  maintained  schools  20,432 

Xumber  of  children  attending  maintained  schools  medically 

inspected  during  the  year  7,271 


Population,  births  and  deaths 


POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population.— -The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  19dl  census  was  147,803, 

The  Eegistrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough 
for  1948  to  be  140,300. 


BIETHS 

Births  registered  during  1948,  and  birth  rate. — During  the  year 
3,003  live  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1948  was  21.4. 

Birth  rate  in  recent  years.  The  birth  rates  since  1935  are  as 
follows : — 


1935  

17.0  per  1,000 

1936  

16.4 

1937  

16.3  ,! 

1938  

17.0 

1939  

16.8 

1940  

18.7 

1941  

18.5  ,, 

1942  

19.6 

1943 

21.9 

1944  

23.3 

1945  

21.2 

1946  

23.5 

1947  

24.8 

1948  

21.4 

Still  births. — In  addition  to  live  births,  79  still  births  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  7 of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  Eegistration  Act,  1926.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
still  birth  rate  of  0.56. 

Comparison  of  birth  rate  with  rates  for  country  generally:— 

Per  1,000  of  Population 
^ Live  Still 

'births  births 


England  and  Wales  17.9  0.42 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Towns  (including  London)  ...  20.0  0.52 

148  smaller  towns  (estimated 
resident  populations  15,000  to 

50,000  at  census,  1931) 19.2  0.43 

London  Administrative  Coimtv  20.1  0.39 

Birkenhead  .' 21.4  0.56 


Sex-distribution  of  births. — Of  the  3,003  live  births,  1,511  were 
males  and  1,492  females;  a proportion  of  1,012  : 1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  3,003  live  births  registered  163  were  illegiti- 
mate, a percentage  of  5.08. 
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Registration  of  stillbirths. — The  79  stillbirths  registered  were 
classitied  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate — j\Iaies  40 

Lemales  04 

Illegitimate — IMales  0 

Females  2 

79 


The  stillbirth  rate  was  89  })er  1,000  total  births. 


Births  notified  during  1948. — During  the  year,  8,273  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  Section  208  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Of  these  96  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  3,177  live  births. 
This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead  Maternity 
Hos})ital  and  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  many  of  which  were 
transferable  to  other  areas. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births: 

JBrths  in  Public  Institutions:  — 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital...  694  (22  stillbirths) 
Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ...  801  (36  ,,  ) 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  2 ( — ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  325  (8  ,,  ) 

8t.  Faith’s  Home  15  (1  ,,  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  2 ( — ,,  ) 

Notified  by  midwives  1336  (29  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parents  .., 2 ( — ,,  ) 


3177  (96  stillbirths) 

Un-notified  births. — The  Kegistrars  reported  83  cases  of  un-notified 
births;  25  by  certified  midwives  and  doctors,  6 by  the  Maternity 
Hospital  staff,  1 by  the  Municipal  Hospital  staff,  49  by  Annandale 
Nursing  Home,  and  2 by  Claughton  Maternity  Nursing  Home. 

DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1,712  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  129  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
oiifsirle  tlie  Borough,  but  excludes  268  deaths  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  12.1  per  1,000. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death  rates  since  1937  are  as  follows: 


1987  

13.0  per  1,000 

1988  

12.1 

198,9  

12,9 

1940  

16.1 

1941  

IH.O 

1912  

14.8 

1948  

14.8 

1944  

18.8 

1945  

18.7 

1946  

18.7 

1947  

1L8 

1948  

12.1 
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Sex-distribution  of  deaths.— Of  the  total  deaths,  928  were  males 
and  784  females,  a })roportioii  of  1,183  : 1,000. 


Uncertified  deaths. — In  1948  there  was  one  uncertified  death 
belonging  to  the  area. 


Coroners’  inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  84 
deaths — that  is,  in  4.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  which  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1927,  a Coroner  may 
certify  death,  after  a post-mortem  examination  has  been  held,  without 
an  inquest.  During  the  year  74  of  the  registered  deaths  (4.3  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  were  certified  in  this  way. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  159  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53  per 
i,000  births. 


There  were  12  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old ; 
giving  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  74  per  1,000. 


The  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  j^ear  since  1937  are 


1937 

19e38 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


77 
75 

58 
80 

102 

68 

74 

59 

78 
67 
72 
53 


given  below: 


The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  two  years  are 


shown  below:— 

1947  1948 

(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  40  32 

Bronchitis  1 1 

Whooping  Cough  2 3 

* Measles  — — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  79  32 

(b)  Premature  birth  53  32 

(c)  All  other  causes  67  59 


242  159 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  8.3 
])er  cent,  of  all  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1948.  The  deaths 


from  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  123 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  20 


143 
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This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  1.02  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  123  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1948,  109 
occurred  in  persons  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a wage- 
earning age. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  ' principal 
epidemic  diseases  ” caused  40  deaths,  as  follows;  — 


Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years)  33. 

\V}ioo])ing  Cough  3 

Measles  — 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Di])litheria  (including  membraneous  croup) 4 


Fever  (enteric,  tv])hus,  and  simple  continued) .. . — 

Smallpox  — 

'Fhis  corresponds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  0.28  per 
1,000  of  the  po])ulation. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  — Pneumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  72  deaths;  encejjhalitis — ; poliomyelitis — 
and  cerebrospinal  fever  1. 


Water  supply,  food,  and  drugs 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS, 
AND  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply,  as  in  previous  years,  is  of  a very  good  standard 
of  purity  and  is  ample  in  supply. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  frequent  intervals  both 
at  the  source  and  in  the  town. 

Chemical  analyses  are  also  made  quarterly  and  the  reports  show  a 
iiigh  degree  of  purity. 

MILK  SAMPLING. 

148  sam])les  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  91  of  these  gave  satisfactory  results  and  57  were 
unsatisfactory.  Unsatisfactory  results  were  followed  up  and  improve- 
ment effected. 

11  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  B.  tuber- 
culosis. All  gave  negative  results. 

ICE  CREAM 

At  the  end  of  the  year  49  premises  were  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  129  were  registered  for  the  sale 
only  of  ice  cream.  This  branch  of  the  work  has  become  more  and 
more  important  in  recent  years  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  as  many 
visits  to  registered  premises  or  to  take , as  many  samples  from  all 
sources  as  one  would  wish.  The  premises  of  wholesale  manufacturers 
are  visited  frequently  and  many  samples  of  their  productions  are  taken. 

There  is  ho  simple  bacteriological  test  which  can  be  made  as 
a routine  on  all  samples  of  ice  cream  to  detect  the  presence  of  harm- 
ful bacteria.  Keliance  has,  therefore,  to  be  placed  on  a test  known  as 
the  methylene  blue  test  which  is  stated  to  indicate  the  total  bacterial 
activity  in  the  sample.  The  results  are  shown  as  one  of  four  grades. 
i\[any  samples  sliould  be  obtained  at  fairly  frequent  intervals  to  ensure 
that  any  manufacturer’s  product  maintains  a high  degree  of  bacterial 
]3urity.  No  great  concern  should  be  felt  it  an  occasional  sample  falls 
to  Grades  3 or  4 but  it  is  expected  that  most  samples  (say  80  per  cent.) 
from  a particular  manufacturer  should  be  placed  in  Grades  1 or  2. 

176  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  Of  these  28  were 
samples  of  ingredients  or  lolly  ices,  which  cannot  be  graded.  The 
remainder  gave  results  as  follows:  — 

60  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  1. 

34  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  2. 

21  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  3. 

33  samples  were  placed  in  Grrade  4. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  after  a report  which  is  regarded  as 
unsatisfactory  is  received,  a whole  series  of  samples,  taken  at  all  stages 
of  manufacture,  may  be  obtained  from  the  same  producer  in  order  to 
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tinci  out  at  what  stage  contamination  is  taking  place.  This  has  the 
etfect  of  increasing  the  numbers  of  samples  placed  in  Grades  3 and  4. 

The  quality  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  therefore,  better 
than  the  above  table  would  appear  to  indicate. 


OTHER  SAMPLING. 

320  samples  of  food  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst.  Of  these,  228  were 
formal  sanq)les  and  94  were  informal.  192  were  samples  of  milk. 

26  formal  and  8 informal  samples  were  reported  to  be  adulterated 
and  legal  proceedings  were  iiistituted  in  respect  of  .5  cases. 

Meat  Inspection.- — During  the  year  115,321  animals  were 
slaughtered  in  the  area,  an  increase  of  9,200  over  the  preceding  year. 
All  animals  slaughtered  were  subjected  to  ante-  and  post-mortem 
examinations.  The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  animals 
slaughtered,  together  with  the  condemnations:  — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

j 

! Goats 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

81,884 

6,223 

1 

24,790 

i 2,321 

1 

103 

Number  inspected... 

81,884 

6,223 

24,790 

2,321 

103 

All  diseases  except  Tither- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

142 

8S 

i 

i 41 

47 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

32,400 

22 

1,976 

320 

15 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis... 

1 

39-6 

1 

I 

1-7  j 

8-0 

11-4 

14-5 

Tuhercailosis  orilv 

Whole  carcases  con- 
(h'lnned 

348 

to 

_ : 

3 

Carcases  of  which  .some 
])art  or  organ  was 
condemned 

5,325 

! 

~ 1 



1 

4 

I'ercentage  of  the 

number  ins);ected  af- 
fected with  tuber- 
(ulosis... 

(s-9  : 

0-4 

6v8 

Nntf:  u 'Ilic  c.'i ccasr-s  oT  'iS  aiiiiiails  wliidi  in  llie  lairaj^es  or 

ill  traiisil  wor(>  also  i iisjkm-IimI. 


h 'Ilic  weight  of  meat  and  olTal  rroin  a, II  sonrces  wliid)  was 
rondonnn'd  as  nnlil  Tor  iiinnan  ronsnin|)t  ion  totalled 
oil  tons  ri  cwts, 


Water  sup2)ly,  food  and  drugs 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  192^. — The  slaughtering  of  all 
food  aiiiiiials  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir  (Traninerej  and  the 
Woodside  Lairages;  the  meat  is  supplied  not  only  to  butchers  within 
the  liorough,  but  to  those  in  certain  neighbouring  districts  and  London. 
All  the  animals  are  the  property  of  the  Minister  of  Food.  They  are 
slaughtered  under  the  direction  of  a Slaughterhouse  IMaiiager  at  each 
centre,  and  are  allocated  by  Area  Aleat  Agents,  the  INIanagers  and 
Agents  being  employed  by  the  Minister  of  Food. 

Inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and  stores,  vehicles  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  meat,  and  railway  trucks,  is  carried  out  as  part  of  the 
routine  work  of  the  inspectorial  staff,  1,800  such  inspections  being 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Foodstuffs  in  shops,  etc. — During  the  year  2,100 
inspections  were  made  of  market  stalls,  stores,  shops  and  warehouses 
where  food  is  stored,  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale. 

Foodstuffs  amounting  to  8,109  tins  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  etc.,  2d  lbs. 
sausages,  2,907  lbs.  meat,  121  lbs.  pigs  feet,  20  lbs.  liver,  118  lbs. 
rabbits,  216  lbs.  bacon,  04  lbs.  cheese,  1,950  lbs.  apples,  1,860  lbs. 
oranges,  92  lbs.  sweets,  55  lbs.  prunes  and  282  lbs  tomatoes  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  condemned. 

Visits  were  paid  to  cafes  and  restaurants,  the  hygienic  and  cleanli- 
ness aspects  being  serious  considerations.  In  view  of  the  importance 
of  endeavouring  to  keep  bacterial  food  poisoning  and  bacillary  dysen- 
tery in  check  it  is  anticipated  that  the  inspectorial  staff  will  be  aug- 
mented during  the  coming  year  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  this 
class  of  food  establishment. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933.— 25  renewals  of  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  butchers  employed  in  Birkenhead. 
5 licences  were  granted  to  satisfactory^  persons  applydng  for  the  first 
time. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — Work  under  the  above  Acts  has  in- 
volved : — 

(1)  Fender  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1939  the  removal  of  5 dairy 
cows  from  herds  in  the  Borough  showing  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis, 
or  as  the  result  of  individual  milk  samples. 

(2)  The  supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  premises  housing  the 
above-mentioned  tuberculous  animals. 

(3j  The  routine  inspection  of  22  dairy  herds  within  the  Borough. 

(4)  The  examination  of  store  pigs  kept  within  the  Borough,  to 
ensure  that  the  animals  are  free  from  Swine  Fever. 

(5)  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats.  Visits  to  ships  in  this  area 
of  the  Port  regarding  landing,  quarantining  or  destroying  animals. 
Visits  to  seven  ships  were  necessary  and  appropriate  advice  given. 

(6)  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  to  supervise  animals 
passing  through,  to  see  that  cruelty  is  avoided,  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
sick  animals  from  travelling  further,  and  to  take  precautions  against 
suspected  Anthrax. 

Food  Poisoning, — It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  cases  of  food 
poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  under  Section  17  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
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Venereal  Diseases 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  tlie  control  of  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  passed  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ee- 
gional  Hospital  ]3oard  on  the  5th  July,  194H. 

Dr.  Stanley  Hall,  who  was  Senior  Assistant  iMedical  Officer  up  to 
that  date,  makes  the  following  report:  — 

It  is  already  obvious  from  the  number  of  cases  who  have  attended 
the  clinic  during  the  months  under  consideration,  i.e.,  up  to  and  inclu- 
ding 4th  July,  that  the  total  new"  cases  for  this  year  will  show  a diminu- 
tion on  tlie  1947  figures.  Whilst  this  in  itself  is  a satisfactory  trend, 
an  analysis  of  the  figures  reveals  that  the  males  to  females — new  cases 
— are  in  the  unsatisfactory  ratio  of  something  over  3 to  1. 

Perusal  of  case  records  reveals  the  obvious  fact  that  the  majority 
of  male  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  acquire  the  infection  after  excessive 
indulgence  in  alcohol,  and  can  rarely  identify  the  consort.  This  has  the 
unfortunate  result  that  tlie  reservoirs  of  active  infection  continue  to 
flourish  undetected,  and  infection  continues  to  be  propagated.  To  deal 
with  such  cases,  many  Treatment  Centres  now"  have  the  services  of  a 
Social  Wu’ker  and  Contact  Tracer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  follow  u])  the 
scra})S  of  information  which,  pan  be  obtained  from  the  patient  in  the 
lio})e  of  finding  the  consort. 

W'oi-k  is  in  progress  on  the  conversion  of  an  isolation  block  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  into  an  Out-patients  Department  for  the 
V.D.  ('linic.  Great  satisfaction  is  felt  that  at  least  there  will  be  ade- 
quate accommodation  both  for  carrying  on  the  work  and  for  each  sex, 
l)ut  there  are  definite  misgivings  about  the  actiud  location.  One  has 
the  impression  that  patients  will  feel  they  are  automatically  labelled 
witli  the  ])ublic  stigma  of  Venereal  Disease  if  they  are  observed  walk- 
ing tlirough  the  hospital  gates,  for  most  people  are  well  aware  of  the 
fact  that  visitors  are  not  allowed  in  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


J)etails  of 

attendajices  of 

new  cases  at 

the  Clinic  during  the 

yeai’s  1940/4th  July, 

1948,  are  ; 

■IS  follows:  — 

( a)  Total  M 

itt  eiifla 

nces : 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1940 

. .‘1,688 

1 ,745 

5,433 

19)1 

. .‘1,183 

1,975 

5,159 

1912 

. 1,052 

-‘1,603 

7,655 

1913 

. 1,186 

5,716 

10,202 

191  1 

. 1,161 

5,015 

9,206 

1915 

. 5,131 

5,064 

10,195 

1916 

, 8,012 

7,2()0 

15,272 

1917 

6,906 

6,074 

12,980 

Up  If) 

17  I91H 

.‘l,48tl 

2,. ‘11 5 

6,8.34 
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(b)  New  Cases 


Year 

Syphili.s 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Nom- Venereal 

Totals  i 

Total 

New 

Cases 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 
ma  les 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

1940 

46 

17 

7 

— 

110 

14 

94 

24 

257 

55 

i 312 

1941 

49 

23 

11 

— 

138 

13 

93 

25 

291 

61 

1 352 

1942 

47 

48 

3 

— 

no 

52 

99 

35 

259 

135 

, 394 

1943 

59 

43 

3 

— 

120 

102 

214 

111 

396 

256 

652 

1944 

60 

39 

3 

— 

73 

56 

188 

117 

324 

212 

j 536 

194o 

48 

31 

2 

1 

109 

94 

248 

107 

407 

233 

: 640 

1946 

69 

43 

3 

— 

219 

111 

330 

81 

621 

235 

856 

1947 

43 

30 

— 

— 

156 

67 

302 

84 

501 

181 

j 682 

1948 

27 

13 

— 

— 

54 

21 

134 

26 

215 

60 

275 

These  figures  do  not  include  new  patients  seen  who  have  been 
previously  treated  elsewhere.  These  figures  for  the  period  under  review 
are : — 

Males  26  Females  4 Total  30 

making  the  total  number  of  patients  new  to  this  clinic  305. 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  main  feature  of  tfie  past  year  has  been  the  increased  incidence 
of  iMeasles.  The  notifications  of  this  disease  reached  the  highest  peak 
recorded  in  Birlvenhead  since  notification  was  made  compidsory  in 
1939,  and  numbered  430  in  February. 

Whilst  the  mortality  from  this  disease  is  not  high,  the  complica- 
tions of  jNIeasles,  especially  the  pulmonary  ones,  often  lead  to  chronic 
ill-health  in  later  life. 

it  is  important,  therefore,  to  “ follow  up  ” children  who  have 
luid  kleasles  associated  with  pneumonia  or  bronchitis. 

Whooping  Cough  also  reached  its  highest  level,  914  cases  being 
notified  during  the  year. 

Of  the  214  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  105  only  were  confirmed 
after  investiga.tion  in  hospital. 

11  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  were  notified,  but  only  2 of  these 
were  tinally  confirmed. 

Scarlet  Fever,  as  lias  lieen  pointed  out  b}"  the  Principal  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  “ is  due  to  several  types  of  haemoly- 
tic streptococci,  some  of  which  have  the  power  to  produce  a rash  in 
some  )>eo])]e,  but  that  many  haemoJjTic  streptococci  have  not  this 
additional  capacity,  although  only  in  this  respect  do  they  differ  from 
ihe  tyjjes  tliat  produce  Scarlet  Fever.  There  is,  therefore,  little  justi- 
fication for  differentiating  between  Scarlet  Fever  and  other  kinds  of 
liaemolytic  str(‘ptococc;d  so)-e  throat.  When  possible,  patients  suffer- 
ing fj’om  streptococcal  sore  tln*oats,  whether  of  Scarlet  Fever  type  or 
not,  :!}•(>  bast  nursed  at  home,  i-ather  than  in  a multiple  bed  ward  of  an 
i.ohitir)))  hospilal  with  its  multiplicaty  of  tyj)es  (aich  capable  of  causing 
cro-s  infcci  ion.  ” 

Tin  ff>lh>\\ing  1;d)lcs  show  the  mmitxu’  of  infections  diseases  (other 
lh;in  t nb(*r-ciilo-i> ) ixditicrl  during  19')H  ;md  tiu'.  final  nmiibers  a('C-oi’(l- 
ing  tf)  Sc.\  ;ind  .Age.  jiftcr  corrections  snbsecpiently  made  either  by  the 
Not  it  Dug  .Mef|if«;d  hriiet  ilFjiiers  or  by  the  Itesident  Medical  Officer  of 
the  InfectF>iiK  l)is(*:ises  llospital. 
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* Made  notifiable  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  dated  23rd  October,  1939. 


IG  Other  infectious  diseases 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<N 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

to 

1 

1 

ic 

1 

1 

IC 

% 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever 

1 

to‘ 

^ 1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

lo  1 

! 

- 

1 

I 

1 

<M 

Erysipelas 

to 

l>  1 

1 

- 

IC 

05 

(M 

(£> 

1 

1 

CO 

00 

IC 

91 

l^aratyphoid 

Fevers 

to 

CO 

C<J 

- 

\ 

1 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever 

to 

- 

1. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

<< 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

>> 

5 

V 

■p 

1 

1 

<M 

1 

CD 

1 

f 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

j 

1C 

IC 

73 

i 36 

IC 

- 

ic 

140 

i-^ 

33 

32 

(M 

CO 

161 

Number  originally  notified  | 

Final  Numbers  alter  correction 

0 — 

1 

1 

IC 

1 

IC 

45  — ... 

65  and  over  ... 

Totals  ... 

INCIDENCE  OF  MEASLES  and  WHOOPING  COUGH 
1939  1948 
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MADE  NOTIFIABLE  OCTOBER  1939 
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Other  Infectious  diseases 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination. — The  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  repeals  the 
A'accination  Acts — which  of  late  years  has  been  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  vaccinations  can  be 
performed  by  general  practitioners  at  their  surgeries  or  at  the  h(  mes 
of  their  patients,  or  by  Aledical  Officers  at  the  Alunicipal  Clinics. 
Vaccine  iym])h  is  provided  free  of  cliarge,  and  a fee,  to  be  agreed  upon 
later,  will  be  paid  to  general  practitioners  undertaking  this  work,  on 
receipt  of  a completed  record  card  in- respect  of  each  vaccination. 

Since  5th  July  the  following  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out:  — 


]ly  general  })ractitioners  255 

Ify  Afedical  Officers  at  the 

5Iiinici]ad  Clinics  103 

Total  358 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  the  persons  vaccinated 
(or  re-vaccinated)  : — 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1948 
i.e.,  born  in  3^ears 

Under  1 
1948 

1 to  4 
1944-1947 

5 to  14 
1934-1943 

15  or  over 
Before  1934 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 

310 

13 

2 

3 

328 

Nunil)er 

re-vaccinated 

— 

1 

1 

28 

30 

Immunisation. — Ai-rangements  have  been  made,  similar  to  vaccin- 
ation, whereby  this  preventive  treatment  can  be  carried  out  by  general 
pi-actitionei’s  in  tlu'ir  own  surgei'ies  or  at  tlie  homes  of  their  patients. 
I’l’opliyhictic  mateiMal  is  provided  tree. 

it  is  ('onlidently  expec'ted  that  a more  accurate  record  of  the 
imnmiiised  and  vacchnated  population  will  be  available  than  was 
rjhtained  in  the  past. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheia’a  fi'ce  of  charge  has  continued 
1 h)'ongliont  the  yea)'  at  the  Alnnichpal  Clinie.s. 

Ih-eventivc!  inoenlation  against  whooping  cough  has  also  been 
a\ailahle  for  an\  eliild  allending  the  AInnici|)al  Clinics  at  the  parents 
request.  I'lds  foi-m  oi  prewnlive  t)'(*atnient  is  now  generally  recognised 
hciiig  of  \ahi(‘  in  pi'eNcnl ing  or  modifying  an  a,tta(d\  of  this  disease. 
M.iiiv  gciioral  pract  itioners  ai'e  now  eari'ving  out  this  treatment  and 
I i\<-,  in  -.miic  ('.Mscs,  laaai  doing'  sf)  fo)'  some  lime. 

I’lie  l’ri)H'ip;d  .Mcdir-al  Ol'fiec.i  of  the  Aliinstr'y  of  Health  in  an 
.\iimial  Itopr^i-t  states  “ W'hoojdng  Cough  is  most  fatal  to  infants  under 
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the  age  of  one  year,  and  preventive  measures  whether  by  imrnunisa- 
tion  or  by  attempts  to  prevent  contact  with  the  disease,  should  thus 
be  directed  primarily  to  the  pre-school  child.” 

Tlie  number  of  children  whose  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
was  completed  during  the  year  was  1,842,  made  up  as  follows:  — 


1 — 5 years  of  age  1,617 

5 — 15  years  of  age  211 

15  years  and  over  14 


Total  1,842 


Of  the  1,842  children  who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria, 
356  completed  a combined  course  of  injections  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough,  15  of  these  being  carried  out  by  general  practitioners. 

In  addition  123  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough 
only. 

177  children  were  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing  injection  against 
diphtheria. 


'Y\w  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  number  of  cliildren  immunised  each  year  since 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

This  Department  passed  to  the  control  of  the  IMedical  Ptesearch 
Council  on  1st  April,  1948;  the  source,  nature  and  niimber  of  specimens 
examined  up  to  the  time  of  transfer,  are  set  out  below  — 


Specimens  from  Birkenhead  sources  examined  (up  to  31st  March) : — 


l.D. 

Hospital 

B’head 

.Mun. 

Hospital 

Other 
Sections 
<if  Dept 

Medical 

Practi- 

tioners 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria--Pos 

78 

24 

21 

123 

Neg 

531 

4 

191 

170 

896 

Sputum  for  Tubercle — Pos 

— 

. — 

58 

129 

6 

64 

Neg 

4 

— 

41 

174 

Blood  for  Widal  Pos 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Neg 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Blood  for  Wassermaiin  

1 

65 

681 

116 

863 

Smears  for  Gonococci  

— . 

— 

233 

7 

240 

Other  Examinations  

110 

70 

91 

241 

512 

725 

142 

1407 

602 

2876 

Specimens  from  other  Authorities:  — 

Clatterbridge  (County)  General  Hospital  303 

Clatterbridge  Isolation  Hospital  244 

Wallasey  (Mill  Lane  Hospital)  143 

Borough  of  Bebington  93 

Wirral  Urban  District  Council  49 


Total  from  all  sources 


3,708 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  Local  Health  Authority  has  now  the  duty  “ of  making  provi- 
sion tor  ensuring  that  Ambulances  and  other  means  of  transport  are 
available  for  the  coiiYeyance  of  y)erso]is  suffering  from  illness  or  mental 
deficiency  or  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  from  places  in  their  area  to 
places  inside  or  outside  their  area.’’ 

A suggestion  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  Local  Health 
Authorities  should  consider  the  inclusion  of  the  Ambulance  Services  in 
the  Fire  Brigade  was  adopted  in  Birkenhead  and  this  j)olicy  has  proved 
most  successful. 


Whilst  it  was  expected  that  there  would  be  an- increased  demand 
for  ambulance  transport,  the  actual  increase  has  exceeded  all 
expectations.  This  increase  has  been  universal  throughout  the  country 
and  in  some  authorities  the  calls  have  been  quadrupled  or  even 
quintupled,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of 
calls  in  Birkenhead  during  1947  was  4,935,  whereas  from  5th  July  to 
31st  December,  1948,  the  calls  totalled  7,192. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for  permission  to  reprint 
the  following  statistics  from  his  Annual  Report  which  relate  to  the 
period  from  5th  July  to  31st  December,  1948:  — 


Type . 


Emergency 

Accidents — Home 
Work 
Street 


Removals 

Maternity  

Illness  

Oeiiei-al  Illness  ... 
Infectious  Diseases 

Out-patients  

Not  i-e(juired 


No.  of  Calls.  No.  of  Patients. 


123 

124 

307 

322 

288 

295 

3>29 

329 

418 

418 

1,891 

2,107 

187 

200 

3,552 

6,135 

97 

— 

Total 


7,192  9,930 


No  )-eport,  f)n  the  Ambulancn  Services  would  be  com])lete  \inless 
ar-knr>wh‘dgme)it  was  made  of  the  scnwices  i-endered  over  tlie  last 
six  yeai's  by  llie  members  of  I he  Vohmteer  (hu’  Pool,  ^flns  Pool  was 
formerl  in  1912  under  the  auspices  of  the  WOmen’s  Voluntaiw 
Ser\’if'c,  anrl  the  members  deserve,  the  thanks  of  the  comminuty  for 
thfir  ever-willing  and  nnstiidefl  help  in  the  transpoil  of  the  sick. 

Menlion  niiisl  also  be  made  of  the  sc‘rvic(‘s  givam  by  memibei’S  of 
the  Itritish  Ptal  t'ross  Society,  who  give  up  Sunday  mornings  to  act 
a-  stretcher  bearers  in  the  con \’(>ya nc.e  of  convalescent  f)atients  from 
the  Municipal  Ifospital  to  Arrowc  Annexe. 
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BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  (GENERAL) 
HOSPITAL 

Birkenhead  Municipal  (General)  Hospital. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Birkenhead 
Alnnicipal  (General)  Hosiatal  and  the  Arrowe  Municipal  Hospital 
Annexe  passed  from  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee  to  that  of 
the  Eegional  Hospital  Board. 


Dr.  B.  A.  Grant,  Medical  Superintendent,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  statistics  regarding  the  admissions,  births,  discharges  and 
deaths  up  to  the  4th  July,  1948. 


IMen 

W omen 

Children 

Total 

In  Hospital  on  31st  Dec.,  1947  ... 

129 

143 

84 

356 

Admissions  and  Births 

From  own  homes  and  other  liospitah 

; 612 

1284 

575 

2471 

Service  cases  admitted  

45 

4 

— 

49 

From  Birkenhead  Institution  

12 

9 

27 

48 

Births  in  Hospital  

— 

— 

391 

391 

Total  admissions  and  births  

669 

1297 

993 

2959 

Discharges  and  Deaths 

To  own  homes  or  other  Hospitals 

485 

1200 

905 

2590 

Service  cases  discharged  

49 

4 

— • 

53 

To  Birkenhead  Institution  

20 

18 

24 

62 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

137 

83 

61 

281 

Total  discharges  and  deaths  

691 

1305 

990 

2986 

Civilian  cases  in  Hospital  on  4th 

July,  1948  

100 

135 

87 

322 

Service  cases  in  Hospital  on  4th 

Julv,  1948  

7 

— ■ 

— ' 

7 

Total  cases  remaining  in  hospital 

on  4th  Julv,  1948  

107 

135 

87 

329 

A summarv  of  the  attendances 

in  tlie 

i Continuation  Clinic  an 

id  the 

Out-Patients  Department:  — 

New 

Gases. 

Attendances. 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

186 

365 

Ophthalmic 

112 

339 

Orthopaedic 

65 

201 

Dental 

36 

84 

Diabetics 

34 

561 

Physiotherapy 

261 

7141 

Dressings 

77 

1048 

Post-Natal 

123 

287 

Gvnaecological 

84 

163 

Skin  Clinic 

27 

134 

24 
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Total  attendances  at  Continuation 
Clinic : 

Medical  217  458 

8nrgical  55  120 

272  578 


The  total  jiuniber  of  surgical  operations  carried  out  for  the  period 
1st  January  to  4th  July,  1948  : — 


Operations  carried  out  under: 

General  Anaesthetics 

292 

Local 

do . 

84 

Spinal 

do. 

18 

Intravenous 

do. 

858 

Xo 

do. 

58 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids:  — 

■ 760 

Scliool  Health 

Service 

89 

Others 

1 

,lfye  Operations 

13 

Xasal  do. 

— 

Heutal  do. 

— 

Below  is  a sunnuary  of  tlie  IMaternity  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Hospital  during  the  period  eiuled  4th  July,  1948:  — 


Total  Xo. 
of  women 
dealt  with 

.Married 

Single 

Total  No. 
of  children 
dealt  with 

Live  births 

Still  births 

450 

428 

1 

22 

i 

400 

.393 

19 

X-RAY  DEPARTMENT 


A siiiiiiiiary  of  the  wt)i-l':  earth'd  out 
laiiiiary  to  llli  Inly  is  set  out  hdow' 

at  the 

X-ray  Hoparfnient  from 

In-patients 

Cases 

Radiographs  taken 

Stoiijjieh 

12S 

828 

Kidney 

St 

297 

G;dl  lil.-idder  

55 

120 

( iK'St  

796) 

9S2 

Cifiieral 

;12() 

864 

Chest  T.  11 

ss 

97 

I n-pat ioit s sci'ccned . 1 5 
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Out-patients 


Cases  Radiographs  taken 


Stoinacli 

4 

29 

Kidney 

— 

— 

C'liest 

126 

152 

(leneral 

168 

440 

Chest  T.  B 

923 

1020 

Oiit-patients  screened,  582, 

Total  number  of  Radiogi’aphs  taken  . . . 

4824 

Total  ]iunjl)er  of  patients  screeiied 

735 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

2692 

1 ec troca rdiogra ] > 1 1 s taiven 

50 

ARROWE  ANNEXE 

STATISTICS 

1st  January  to  ^th  July,  1958. 

rsleii.  Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Hospital  on  81st  Dec.,  1947  

n 

i 

8 

5 

20 

Admissions 

From  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  .. 

. 146 

201 

85  ■ 

482 

Discharges 

To  own  Homes 

,,  117 

185 

66 

368 

To  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 

. 22 

11 

11 

44 

To  l.D.  Hos]htal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

To  Institution 

8 

1 

— 

4 

To  Manor  Grange 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Leasowe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  IMarket  Drayton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Absconded 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died  in  Hospital  ... 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

142 

197 

77 

416 

Total  cases  in  Hospital  on  4th  July 

11 

12 

18 

36 
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HOUSING  & ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


The  unsatisfactoiy,  and  in  some  cases,  deplorable  condition  of  the 
older  houses  in  the  Borough  still  remains  the  greatest  problem  to  be 
dealt  with.  In  more  normal  times  these  old  tt^orn-out  houses  would 
have  been  included  in  Clearance  Areas,  or  dealt  with  by  individual 
demolition  orders  under  the  Housing  Act  in  which  case  the  owner  of 
the  house  may  choose  whether  to  demolish  or  re-condition  his  property. 
Boili  luetliods  involve  re-housing  the  inhabitants,  and,  as  this  is 
impracticable  other  less  satisfactory  ways  have  had  to  be  found. 
(Tenerally,  owners  are  asked  to  carry  ont  repairs  so  that  the  houses  are 
kei:)t  at  least  in  a sate  and  weatlierproof  condition.  These  repairs  when 
carried  out,  do  not  in  many  cases  give  any  degree  of  satisfaction  either 
to  the  house  owner  or  occupier  and  often  the  cost  of  patching  roofs 
whiclt  are  beyond  repair,  wall  plaster  which  is  completely  perished  and 
doors  which  are  worn  thin  or  broken,  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  property. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses^ — Vacancies  and  changes  in  the  staff 
of  Sanitary  Inspectors  had  their  effect  on  this  work.  During  the  year 
two  district  inspectors  left  the  service  and  one  transferred  to  other 
duties.  To  fill  these  and  existing  vacancies  there  were  five  new  appoint- 
ments. These  changes  occurred  in  a normal  staff  of  eight  district 
inspectors. 

d,283  complaints  were  made  at  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
office,  and  to  this  figure  must  be  added  almost  as  many  complaints  re- 
ceived by  inspectors  on  their  district. 

The  total  uumber  of  inspections  made  tor  housing  or  other  defects 
under  the  Ihiblic  Health  or  Housing  Acts  was  12,700.  In  addition 
there  were  33,065  re-inspections.  Some  20,062  detects  were  remedied 
during  the  year  as  a result  of  the  service  of  notices. 


A new  policy  of  instituting  legal  proceedings  against  owners  for 
ffiiling  to  comply  w ith  the  requirements  of  statutory  notices  w^as  started 
at  the  cud  of  last  year  and  ('ontinued  during  the  present  year  when  87 
c;is'-s  W(*i'c  lalccn  bt'foi'c  the  Afagistrates.  In  many  cases  the  necessary 
WDfk-  wais  computed  ladavu'cn  the  time  of  laying  the  information  and  the 
hea]-ing  of  tlu*  (aas(‘.  The  I’csults  varied  considerably  as  follow^s:  — 

(W’hei-e  wra-k  was  completed  befm’e  heai-ing  of  case) 

In  3 ea.-^i's  no  costs  wuu'c  awarded.  No  penally. 

In  31  cases  cost  of  siinmoiis  was  awaialed. 

In  ’JH  c;iscs  cost  ()\  simmions  plus  advocates  fee  waas  awarded. 

In  2 cases  a line  W’as  imposed. 

!\\’her(‘  w'oi'k'  had  not  been  complelcal  befoi-(‘  lu'ariTig  of  case)  : 

hi  M (-.ascs  .Xiiisaiici'  Order,  ('oiirt  costs  awarded. 

In  ca  (*•  \iiisaiice  Order.  Ooiirl  costs  and  advocate's  fee'  aw'arde'd. 

In  7 ca  (•'  Nnisance  Order.  bine  impose'd. 

In  1 •'•a  c \ni^aia-c  Oiah  r.  bine  imposed,  ('osts  awarded 

In  1 f'a  (•  Lfir-al  \iithoril_\-  were  anthorise'd  tei  cai’ry  eait  the'  wa)]-k'. 
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The  result  of  more  labour  and  building  materials  becoming  avail- 
able during  the  year  and  the  fact  that  owners  would  be  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  magistrates  if  notices  were  not  complied  with,  was 
that  the  time  elapsing  between  the  service  of  a notice  and  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  was  considerably  reduced.  The  number  of  outstand- 
ing notices  on  December  31st,  1948  was  970,  comj)ared  with  2,373  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  — Six  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at  a reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  so  fit.  In  one  case  the  owner’s  undertaking  to  close  the 
premises  as  a dwelling  house  and  convert  it  into  a workshop  was 
accepted.  The  other  five  cases  were  deferred  owing  to  lack  of  alter- 
native housing  accommodation. 

Extermination  of  Rats,  Mice  and  other  vermin. — Two  treatments 
of  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  were  completed  during  the  year.  Pre-bait 
and  poison  baits  were  laid  in  8882  manholes  for  the  purpose.  The 
methods  used  were  those  recommended  by  the  ^Ministry  of  -Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  283  infestations  of  rats  in  surface  premises  were  dealt 
witli  by  the  rodent  operator  and  in  addition  417  visits  were  made  by 
district  sanitary  inspectors. 

76  rooms  in  29  separate  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  of 
bed  bugs,  cockroaches,  etc.  For  this  purpose  occupiers  of  infested 
premises  are  required  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  work  undertaken.  In 
most  cases  the  charge  is  very  small. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

In  accoi'Jciiice  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1987,  I set 
out  below  a Table  showing  tlie  inspections  made,  and  the  defects 
found,  under  Part  I of  the  Act. 

Fnder  Part  \All  of  tlie  Act,  4 outworkers  engaged  in  the  making 
of  Wearing  Apparel  and  1 in  Textile  AVeaving  were  included  in  the 
August  list  recpured  by  Section  110  (1)  (c)  ; there  were  no  prosecutions 
under  Sections  110  or  111. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

llegister 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3.  4 and  6 
are  to  he  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

109 

51 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  izi  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Locai 
Authorities 

498 

110 

33 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  i 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
pi'emises) 

23 

21 

5 

- 

TOTAL  

630 

182 

55 

— 

2._CASES  in  WHTCH  DEFECTS  WERE,  FOUND 


Number  of  cases 
were 

! in  which 
found 

defects 

N umber  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref( 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

VVant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

_ 

1 

fiverciowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 



Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

5 

2 

— 

— , 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

i 

<u)  insufficient 

6 

b 



7 

n,)  Lnsuitaltle  or  d*  fective... 

18  ^ 

18 

— 

20 

_ 

<<■)  .\ot  beitarafp  for  sextis  ... 

4 

b 

— 

2 



OtluT  offences  agaitist  the  Act 

Uiot  inclmliiif^  offences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 

12 

12 

1 

— 

— 

TOT.M.  

i 

50  , 

50  1 

- - — 1 

50 

— 

i i.f‘.  EU-'-Uic'.i]  Htiifiori'^  CSfftioii  103  M)).  I ri8t itiiiioriK  OSnction  104)  and  sites  of 
iJiiildint.'  Ojxi  ;i  t ions  and  Wrnk^  ol  Kii^riiicfrinf;  ( 'onstrnclion  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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This  service  was  further  extended  by  tlie  opening  of  a new  Clinic 
at  the  Church  Hail,  Upton,  on  5th  October. 

This  clinic,  which  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons,  obviates  the 
necessity  of  Upton  residents  travehing  to  the  North  Health  Clinic, 
Birkenhead,  and  is  now  being  well  attended  by  inothers  in  that 
district. 

Owing  to  the  extension  at  the  Dental  Clinic,  Mount  Grove,  neces- 
sitated by  the  appointnient  of  an  additional  Dental  Officer,  the  accoin- 
niodation  there  for  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  became  no 
longer  available.  This  Clinic,  which  was  held  on  Uriday  afternoons, 
was  transferred  to  the  former  tSkin  Clinic,  Balls  Koad,  on  9th  July. 

Under  the  new  Act,  the  Local  Authority  is  required  to  j^rovide 
dental  treatment  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  for  cliildren 
under  five  years  of  age.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  dentists,  it  was 
found  impossible  for  the  time  being  to  formulate  a scheme  to  operate 
within  the  Local  Authority's  jurisdiction,  but  interim  arrangements 
were  made,  the  success  of  which  have  exceeded  expectations. 

These  arrangements  were  made  possible  only  by  the  willing  co- 
operation of  local  Dental  Surgeons,  and  I wish  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  Mr.  Boland  Lees,  Hon.  Secretary,  and  the  members  of 
the  Birkenhead  Dental  Committee  for  their  ready  response  and  help  in 
enabling  the  Local  Authority  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  ihe 
Act. 

Briefly,  the  arrangements  were  that  every  expectant  motlier  or 
nursing  mother  attending  an  ante-  or  post-natal  clinic,  was  given  a form 
by  the  IMedical  Officer  to  take  to  a dental  surgeon  in  practice  near  her 
home.  On  presenting  this  form,  the  dentist  in  question  arranged  tor 
priority  treatment  to  be  given  to  the  patient. 

There  has  been  a good  response  on  the  part  or  the  patients,  and 
tlie  Medical  Officers  of  the  Maternity  and  Cliild  Welfare  Clinics  have 
reported  a great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  teeth  and  dental 
hygiene  of  the  mothers.  It  was  further  noticeable  during  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year  that  several  expectant  mothers  liad,  prior  to  present- 
ing themselves  at  the  Clinics,  already  availed  themselves  of  the  facili- 
ties for  dental  treatment  provided  under  the  new  Act. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  the  majority  of  mothers  are  not  breast 
feeding  their  babies,  and  that  National  Dried  klilk  is  increasing  in 
favour  as  a food,  probably  on  account  of  its  inexpensiveness. 

The  attendance  of  under  12  months  remains  satisfactory,  but  afte]- 
this  age  tends  to  decline. 

It  has  also  been  observed  that  the  numljer  of  adopted  babies  attend- 
ing the  clinics  has  increased. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  rn otliers  are  now  beginnng  to  realise 
the  importance  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  and  the  response 
to  the  facilities  offered  at  the  clinics  is  good.  Bequests  for  combined 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  are  increasing. 
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Ante-natal  Clinics 

The  attendance  at  these  clinics  has  declined  during  the  year.  This 
is  due  to  two  factors — one,  the  fall  in  the  birthrate  after  the  high  levels 
of  the  last  two  years,  and  second,  the  fact  that  more  mothers  are  being 
delivered  in  hosi^ital  than  at  home. 

Ten  years  ago  the  ratio  of  hospital  to  home  deliveries  was  60:  4U, 
but  nowadays  tire  exact  converse  obtains.  It  is  possible  that  over- 
crowding has  a great  influence  on  the  request  tor  maternity  beds. 

All  expectant  mothers  attending  the  clinics  have  blood  tests  taken 
for  Ilh  factor  and  Wasserman  reaction,  and  the  hospital  midwife  con- 
cerned is  notified  of  the  result  before  the  confinement  takes  place. 
Thus,  if  it  is  found  necessary  for  a patient  to  have  a blood  transfusion 
the  type  of  blood  suitable  for  her  is  available  without  delay. 

Midwifery 

During  the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  i.e.  subsequent  to  The  imple- 
mentation of  the  new  Health  Act,  it  has  become  noticeable  that  more 
expectant  mothers  are  nowadays  engaging  doctors  for  their  confine- 
ments. 

Domestic  Help  Scheme 

The  demand  for  Domestic  Help  increased  during  the  year  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  full-time  workers  from 
2 to  5 and  the  part-time  from  3 to  6.  The  number  of  households 
supplied  with  help  was  158,  and  the  number  of  hours  worked  9,965. 

These  households  included  all  types  of  cases — confinements,  post- 
confinements, 23ost  operative  cases,  sickness  and  old  age.  * 

Confinement  cases  are  booked  in  advance,  but  in  sickness  or  emer- 
gency help  is  arranged  as  soon  as  possible  in  accordance  with  the  avail- 
ability of  the  workers. 

The  National  Health  Service  iVet,  1946,  strengthened  the  powers 
already  possessed  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  during  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year  the  amount  of  help  supplied  was  almost  double  that  of  the 
first  six  months. 

The  Seiuice,  unlike  luost  of  the  other  National  Health  Services,  is 
not  free  to  users,  })ut,  in  order  to  avoid  undue  liardship  to  those  who 
cannot  attord  to  2)ay  full  rates,  the  National  Scale  of  Cliarges,  as 
suggested  })y  the  Association  of  Municipal  Coj'porations  and  ap2)roved 
by  tin.'  Ministry  of  Health,  has  been  adoj)ted  in  Birkenhead. 

Gas  Air  Analgesia 

I'his  form  oi'  :ui;dgesia  has  been  available  in  Birkeidiead  for  women 
ill  labour  since  1943. 

'I’lici'c  ;irc  iife.v'  four  .MiiuiiH  apparatus  in  the  Health  I fejiartment. 
<)\\f  of  these  is  kept  at  the  Central  l^hrc*-  Station,  whence  it/  can  be  sent 
b\  a itibiihniec  to  :in_\  part  c>f  the  Borough  in  a,  very  short  time.  Might 
of  the  .Muiiieipal  jijid  two  of  th(‘,  Prival-e  miclwives  are  qualified  to 
admini-ter  tin's  fV>rin  fd'  analgesia. 

The  iriajfa-ity  of  primiparae  now  elect  to  be  delivei'ed  in  a llos))ital 
or  Mateniit\  Ibane  in  preference  to  thdr  own  homes,  and  as  multi- 
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pavae  rarely  ask  for  it,  the  demand  for  Gas  Air  analgesia  is  not  great. 

During  the  year  analgesia  was  administered  by  midwives  in  domi- 
ciliary practice  in  6 cases. 

Day  Nurseries 

The  three  Day  Nurseries  have  again  been  attended  to  their  full 
capacity  during  the  year ; two  of  the  nurseries  accommodate  45  children 
each  and  the  third,  38  children. 

The  Matrons  and  staff  are  to  be  commended  for  the  high  standard 
of  health  and  hygiene  in  the  nurseries,  and  for  their  promptness  in 
dealing  with  anj^  illness  which  arises  and  so  pi*eventing  its  spread. 

The  children  are  happy  and  contented  and  show  great  confidence 
in  their  nurses.  They  are  medically  examined  at  frequent  intervals  to 
eli]]^inate  any  physical  defects.  Immunisation,  using  the  combined 
Diphtlieria  and  Whooping  Cough  propliylactic,  has  been  performed 
during  this,  year  on  all  the  children  under  2 years  of  age. 

Student  Nurses  continue  to  be  trained  for  the  National  Nursery 
Examination  Board  Certificate.  During  1948  the  Birkenhead  Educa- 
tion Department  took  over  the  responsibility  of  organising  the 
Vocational  ” and  “ Eurther  Education  ” lectures  for  these  students. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  made  during  the  year 
at  each  nursery. 


Name  of  Nursery 

Capacity 

No.  of  chikh’en  on 
register  during  year 

No.  of  attendances 
during  year 

■Average  attendances 
during  year 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-.^ 

Yrs. 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

0-2 

Yrs. 

2-5 

Yrs. 

Cavendish  Road... 

15 

30 

46 

65 

4413 

8884 

13 

30 

Old  Chester  Road. 

15 

30 

64 

85 

3381 

7926 

13 

29 

Hollvbank  Road... 

16 

22 

54 

61 

3629 

7084 

13 

26 

The  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Close  contact  has  been  maintained  by  the  Health  visitors  on  all 
such  infants  throughout  the  year. 

The  total  mnnber  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the  year 


who  were  born:  — 

(a)  at  home  23 

(b)  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  66 


Home  Visits 

In  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme, 
visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  follows:  — 


To  children  under  1 year  8,713 

To  children  between  1 and  5 years...  12,737 

To  expectant  mothers  206 

To  mothers  and  children  (miscel- 
laneous matters)  5,213 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

At  the  infant  welfare  clinics  1,610  first  visits  and  17,636  revisits 
were  made  by  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Of  these,  1,513  (who 
made  6,173  revisits)  were  examined  by  an  assistant  medical  officer. 

Of  the  3,273  births  notified  approximately  1 in  2 infants  attended 
an  infant  welfare  clinic. 

At  the  toddlers’  clinics  175  first  visits  and  2,337  revisits  were 
made. 

Antenatal  Clinics 

Antenatal  clinic  sessions  were  held  on .156  occasions.  The  number 
of  patients  dealt  with  was  1,045,  the  total  number  of  attendances 
being  3,880. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Vhsion  was  unim2:)aired. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  Registrar-Generars  annual  statement  of  causes  of  death 
iucludes  1 death  connected  witli  })regnancy  and  childbirth. 

This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  .101  per  1,000  births  (living 
and  still),  as  compaired  with  a rate  of  1.02  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows: — • 

Puerperal  sepsis  — 

Other  maternal  causes  4 


Midwives 

70  midwives,  iiudiuling  midwives  in  hospitals,  gave  notice  of  their 
intent  ion  to  practice  in  the  Borough. 


Municipal  Midwives 

d’lie  frjllowing  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  12  whole-time 
.Mmii(d}):il  midwives  on  tin*  staff  of  th(‘  dc'partment:  — 


Nimd)C*r  f)f  births  812 

Nmid)er  of  visits  tf)  p;di(ads  17,204 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  Midwife 

Ihider  the  terms  f)f  the  agiasntKMd  with  th('  Birkeiduvad  Araternity 
Hr)spital  for  floudeiliai’v  midwifery,  tla*  Hospital  nii<lwif('  cariaed  out 


work  a follows — 

Viimhe)'  of  births  174 

Number  r)f  \isits  to  ])atients  3,038 


Mental  health 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 


Prior  to  the  oth  July,  thq  date  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  came  into^  operation,  the  duties  of  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  were  discharged  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  and  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  by  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee  of  the  Council. 

The  Local  Authority  decided  that,  as  from  the  5th  July,  their 
duties  under  the  Lunacy,  Mental  Treatment  and  IMental  Deficiency 
Acts  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee.  The  Health 
Committee  appointed  a IMental  Health  Services  Sub -Committee  to  deal 
with  detailed  administration  of  the  Mental  Health  Services  of  the 
Council.  In  order  to  provide  an  efficient  24  hours  per  day  service,  three 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  were  appointed  to  my  staff  and  commenced 
their  duties  on  5th  July. 

1.  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment. 


The  Local  Health  Authority’s  duties,  as  set  out  in  jMinistry  of 
Health  Circular  100/47,  are;  — 

1.  To  take  initial  proceedings  to  provide  care  and  treatment  for 

persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  (under  Sections  14,  15, 

16  and  20  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  and  Sections  5 (2)  and 

17  of  the  IMental  Treatment  Act,  1930  as  amended  by  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  1946) . 

2.  Ascertaining  that  persons  in  the  area  are  mentally  defective  ; 
providing  suitable  supervision  and  taking  steps  to  place 
defectives  in  institutions  or  under  Guardianship;  to  secure 
training  and  occupation  for  those  not  in  institutions  (iMental 
Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938,  Section  30,  (a),  (b),  (c.c.)  and 

(d)  ). 

3.  The  Local  Health  Authority  has  the  power  (and  to  such 
extent  as  the  Minister  of  Health  directs,  the  duty)  to  make 
arrangements  for  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering 
from  mental  illness  and  defectiveness  (N.H.S.A.  Section 
28) . So  far,  the  only  compulsory  duties  under  this  section 
relate  to  Tuberculous  patientsi 


The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  since  5th  July,  1948:  — 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  under:  — 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Lunacy  Art,  1890 

Section  20  (3  Day  Detention  Orders)  • 31  24  fw 

,,  21  (14  Day  iViagisti'ate’s  Ocders)  10  10  20 

,,  10  (Certification  for  Detention  in  a iMental 

Hospital)  19  44  03 

,,  5 (Private  Patients)  — 3 3 


00  87  147 


(b)  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Section  1 (Volin itary  Patients)  4 5 9 

„ 5 (Temporary  Patients)  — 11 


4 0 10 
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Tlie  Autliorised  Officers  have  authority  and  are  available  to  give 
assistance  in  dealing  with  admission  of  patients  to  private  wards  of 
hospitals  and  privateh'  rim  IMental  Homes.  Their  special  knowledge 
of  the  Lunacy  Acts  is  of  value  in  such  cases  (see  above  Section  5, 
Lunacy  Act,  1890). 

2.  Mental  Deficiency. 

At  the  81st  December,  1948,  there  were  344  mental  defectives 
under  the  care  of  the  ^lental  Health  Services  Sub-Committee,  as  set 
out  in  the  following  table:  — 


In  Institutions,  under  Judicial  Orders. 

M.  F.  T. 

Cranage  Hall  Hospital,  Holmes  Cliapel  35  55  90 

Hii'keiilieacl  Institution  17  3 20 

1 loyal  Albeit  Hospital,  Lancaster  4 — 4 

Caiderstones,  Whalley,  Nr.  HlacLburn  1—1 

lU  entry  Colony,  Bristol  1 — 1 

IMary  iteiidy  Homes,  Alderley  Edge  ^ 1 — 1 

Asiiton  House,  Bii'kenliead  2 2 

Lnder  Sections  S and  15  (“  Places  of  Safety  ”) 

Hirkenliead  Institution  2—2 

Wliitecross  Homes,  Warrington  3 1 4 

Good  Shepherd  Convent,  Ford  — 11 


64  62  126 


In  Institutions,  not  under  .ludicial  Orders. 

Birkenhead  Institution  5 4 9 

Boyal  Albert  Hospital,  I.ancaster  5—5 

(Quakers’  Home,  Cotebrook  — 1 1 

Prioiy  Best  Home,  Wavertree  112 

Namwicli  Institution  — 11 

Ian  'I'ldley  Memorial  Home,  Harrogate  1—1 

Diirraii  Hill  House,  Cailisb-  — 11 

In  otber  Institutions  12  3 


13  10  23 


In  .‘^Tate  Institutions. 

Bampton  5 1 6 

Mos>  Side  ■ 112 


6 2 8 


On  Licence  from  Institutions  8 7 15 


( nder  I lonie  Supervision. 

1 )isclia rg(-d  tioiii  Onbns- A I-'rieiul ly  Supervision)  3 5 8 

Ca>e>  wbicb  slionld  la*  in  Institutions  .! 7 4 11 

Ollier  Cases  82  70  152 

I iidt'i  Gnai-diansliip  1 — 1 


93  79  172 


'I’olals  184  160  344 


Home  Supervision. 

I’rio)'  to  llio  .51  li  .Inly,  tin*  supervision  of  d(‘f('eti\'os  in  their  own 
homo  \\a-  o.iiniod  out  by  inemhers  of  tin*  Health  \'isitoi'’s  staff  and 
. ftof  tli.at  date,  by  the  |)nly  .\ n 1 boi’iscal  Officers, 

I lin  ing  llie  yea)-,  GH.5  \’isils  were  made*  to  cases  under  liorno  super- 
\'i  ion,  171)  by  llealfb  N'isitors  and  2G(J  by  Duly  Autliorised  Officers. 
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Of  these,  56  were  special  visits  made  by  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  and  ])uly  Authorised  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  olffaining  the 
required  information  connected  with  Progress  and  Periodic  Keports, 
Leave  of  Absence  and  tlie  preparation  of  Petitions. 

Six  patients  were  discharged  from  their  Orders  during  1948,  and 
each  was  placed  under  Voluntary  Home  Supervision  at  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Control  (see  After  Care). 

New  Cases  Notified  in  1948. 

Under  Education  Act.  1944  (Section  57  (3)  ) 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Section  57  (5)  ) 

,,  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  (Section  8)  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Section  9j  . 

From  other  sources  


10  1-^ 


M,  F.  T. 

5 8 13 

2 2 4 

1 — 1 
1-1 
1 2 3 


Admissions  to  Institutions. 

As  “ Place  of  Safety  ” (j  4 Ki 

Under  Section  9 of  M.D.  .\cts  2 — 2 

Dy  Petition  — 5 5 


8 9 17 


Occupation  Centre. 

Training  for  mental  defectives  (between  the  ages  of  6 and  18), 
under  Home  Supervision,  is  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  Wallasey 
Corporation  at  the  Occupation  Centre  in  Wallasey.  An  average  of  20 
Birkenhead  defectives  attend  the  Centre  daily. 

3.  After  Care. 

The  After  Care  of  the  mentally  deficient  and  mentally  ill  in  the 
community  is  a service  capable  of  enormous  expansion.  The  future 
opening  of  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinics  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  will  still  leave  a wide  field  for  tlie  services  of  Psychiatric  Social 
AVorkers  and  Mental  Health  workers.  Their  duties  would  be  to  take 
steps  to  prevent, The  onset  of  mental  illness,  to  offset  the  recurrence 
of  breakdown  in  the  unstable,  and  to  alleviate  much  of  the  suffering 
which  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  “ the  heartache  and  thousand 
natural  ills  the  flesh  is  heir  to.” 

Cases  referred  for  After  Care. 

Under  the  Lunacy  Acts  (December  only) 

M.  F.  T. 

AATlling  to  have  After  Care  3 

Xot  willing  — 

Under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

(Patients  discharged  from  Orders)  3 

Ex-Service  Personnel. 

After  Care  of  these  cases  was  provided  by  the  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health,  there  being  18  such  cases  in  Birkeidiead. 


2 5 

3 3 

3 6 
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4c  Other  Cases. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  investigated  a number  of  other  cases 
of  alleged  mental  deticiency  or  illness,  and  dealt  with  them  as  follows: 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Referred  to  Psychiatrist  (including  Consaitarit 


Psychiatrist)  3 4 7 

(b)  Referred  to  WeR'are  Officer  -2  2 4 

' (c)  Referred  to  own  doctor  1 — 1 

(d)  Referred  to  Police  — 1 1 

(e)  Referred  to  Military  Authorities  1 — 1 

(f)  Referred  to  other  Authorities  — 1 1 

(g)  No  action  necessary  6 6 12 


13  14  27 


5.  Consultant  Psychiatric  Services. 

The  services  of  a Consultant  Psychiatrist  are  necessary  for  certain 
types  of  mental  ascertainments,  especially  tor  border-line  cases  of 
mental  illness.  As  these  services  are  not  provided  by  the  Begional 
Hospital  Board  but  are  considered  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Authority,  it  was  necessary  to  engage  a Consultant  Psychiatrist  to 
undertake  these,  and  Dr.  Mary  C.  Lydon  was  appointed  on  the  22nd 
October,  1948,  as  such,  to  hold  a Clinic  once  a fortnight  tor  this  type 
of  mental  illness.  The  advantages  of  consultant  service  are  several. 
First,  cases  are  started  off  on  the  right  lines  of  treatment  immediately; 
second,  where  psychiatric  treatment  is  necessary  the  preliminaryi  inves- 
tigations .(an  important  feature)  are  made  already  available;  third,  in 
cases  of  border-line  deticiency,  the  Consultant’s  advice  is  nearly  always 
necessary;  and  fourth,  the  advice  of  a Consultant  is  of  value  when  it 
is  not  possible  to  arrange  periods;  of  observation  in  hospital. 

6.  Ambulances. 

A scheme  has  been  brought  into  operation  whereby  the  town’s  Am- 
bulance Service  provides  transport  for  mental  cases. 

7.  Accommodation. 

Difficulty  lias  been  experienced  in  obtaining  institutional  accommo- 
dation h>]-  cases  certified  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  especially 
for  those  nndcjr  the  age  of  1(3  years;  many  such  cases  recjuiiing  institu- 
tional fi-eafrnent  are  at  present  under  Honu'.  Siipei-vision. 

Rikeuise  accommodation  is  lacking  foi-  old  ])eople  suffering  from 
mild  Simile  Dementia,  ’fhese  fiatieiits  are  not.  true  mental  cases  but 
are  -ufTi*ring  from  degemn’ati ve  changes  in  t.lie  brain  which  are  part 
of  the  nsnal  degeneration  and  decay  found  in  every  cell  in  the  body  in 
senesfamce.  Such  casfis  should  not  be  accommodated  in  mental  wards, 
aufl  it  is  hrjped  tliat  in  the  future,  special  pmvision  will  be  made  for 
them  in  non-mental  institutions- 


Home  nurdutj 
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HOME  NURSING 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  provide  a Home  Nursing  Service. 

This  work  was  formerly  performed  by  the  Birkenhead  District 
Nursing  Society,  in  affiliation  with  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing,  which  has  a staff  of  nurses  specially  trained  for  this  type  of 
nursing,  and  which  in  the  past  has  carried  out  this  work  in  a most 
efficient  manner. 

The  Local  Authority  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  this 
Society  whereby  the  latter  continue  to  perform  this  work,  and  the 
Corporation  bear  the  cost  of  the  running  expenses. 

The  staff  of  nurses  is  shortly  to  be  increased  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
motor  car  will  be  obtained  for  the'  use  of  the  nurses  in  the  near  futnre. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out 


since  the  5th  July:  — 

No.  of  cases  being  nursed  at  5th  July  150 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  from  5th  July  to 

31st  December,  1948: — Men  149 

Women  339 

Children  63 

Total  551 

No.  of  cases  terminated — Convalescent  239 

Transferred  to 

Hospitals  69 

Died  99 

Otherwise 

terminated  ...  119 

Total  526 

No.  of  cases  being  nursed  on  31st  December...  175 

Classification  of  cases  nursed  and  visits  paid: — Cases  Visits 

1.  Medical  348  12296 

2.  Surgical,  including  post-operative  cases  142  3482 

3.  Cases  of  infectious  nature  1 4 

4.  Tuberculosis  9 581 

5.  Jlaternity  (iMother  and  Child)  1 29 

6.  Post-natal  and  Ante-natal 3 65 

7.  Senility  33  502 

8.  Other  cases  14  121 


Totals  ...  551  17080 
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CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


Uiuler  Section  28  of  the  National  Healtii  Service  Act  1946,  it  is 
now  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  Care  and  After-Care 
treatment,  although  for  the  time  being  such  care  is  restricted  to  persons 
siilfering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  to  a lesser  extent  to  those  suffering 
from  mental  illness. 

With  regard  to  the  former  class,  the  functions  of  the  Welfare 
C'onimittee  established  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  scJieme 
under  ^Ministry  of  Health  IMeino.  266/T,  have  now  been  merged  into  a 
Care  and  After-Care  Committee  appointed  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
carry  out'  the  duties  specified  in  Section  28. 

The  financial  allowances  and  grants  are,  of  course,  administered 
by  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

The  work  of  the  Care  and  After-Care  Committee,  with  which  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  will  be  directly  associated,  will  now  be  greatly 
extended.  The  sessions  for  Occupational  Therapy  Classes  will  be 
increased  and  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  loan  to  patients  of  beds, 
Idankets,  medical  requisites,  open-air  shelters,  etc.  and  the  provision 
of  extra  nourishment,  dressings,  etc. 

With  regard  to  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness,  mentally 
defective  children  will  continue  to  attend  the  Occupation  Centre  at 
Wallasey,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  wdren  Mental  Social  Workers  become 
available,  one  will  be  appointed  to  the  Mental  Welfare  staff  to  deal  with 
the  older  defectives. 


T uhercuLosis 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  introcluctioii  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  has, 
since  the  5th  July,  divided  the  adininistration  of  the  Tuberculosis  Ser- 
\ice  into  three  inaiii  groups:  — 

1.  Care  and  After  Care  for  which  the  Local  Authority  is 
responsible. 

2.  Diagnosis,  Hospital  and  Sanatoria  accommodation  for  v lhch 
the  Eegional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible. 

3.  Financial  Assistance  to  the  tuberculous  persons  and  their 
families,  which  is  administered  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board. 


Care  and  After  Care 

A Care  and  After  Care  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Health 
Committee  whose  main  duties  will,  for  the  time  beiiig,  be  contined  to 
the  tubercvdous  pei-sons  and  their  families.  Eeference  is  made  to  this 
oil  page  38. 


New  Cases 

(a)  Pulmonary— The  number  of  notifications  of  the  pulmonary 
type  has  shown  a decrease;  216  as  compared  with  231  in  1947.  There 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  case  of  female  adults,  89  being  notified 
during  1948  compared  with  78  for  1947. 

(b)  Non-pulmonary — The  notifications  of  the  non-pidmonary 
type  have  risen  from  44  in  1947  to  46  in  1948,  13  of  which  were  adults 
compared  with  11  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  was 
262  made  up  as  follows:  — 


;Males 

Females 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Total 

! 

Pulmonary 

7 

110 

10 

89 

i “ 

216 

Other -forms  

24 

4 

9 

9 

46 

Total ... 

31 

114 

19 

1 

98 

262 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Notification  Eegister  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  1,524.  Of  these,  1,120  (627  males  and  493  females) 
were  sufiering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  404  (183  males  and 
221  females)  were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year  was:  14B 
made  up  as  follows:  — 

Adults  Children 

Pul.  iSoii-Pul.  Pul.  Nou-Pul. 

IPJ  8 4 12 

Work  carried  out  at  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

Pp  to  the  5th  July  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  at  the  Clinic  was 
787,  85  of  whom  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Cases 
already  on  the  Clinic  Kegister  made  1,139  attendances,  745  being  for 
re-examiiiatioii  and  B94  being  interviews  regarding  domestic  problems 
and  after-care. 

BIEKEKHEAD  OETHOIAEDIC  HOSPITAL  FOE  CHILDEEN 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were 
29  patients  in  the  Hospital.  There  were  41  admissions  up  to  the  5th 


July.  These  were  classified  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  ■ — 

,,  ,,  abdoiuinal  glands  and  peritoiienm  2 

,,  ,,  cervical  and  other  glands  6 

,,  ,,  lungs  3 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  12 

Xon-tubercular  conditions  of  bones  and  joints 4 

Xon-tubercular  conditions  of  other  organs  14 


Average  duration  of  stay. — For  the  patients  discharged  the  average 
length  of  stay  was  18  weeks. 

Other  Sanatoria. — The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  tlis- 
charges,  etc.  of  tuberculous  patients  dealt  with  at  other  sanatoria  up  to 
the  5th  July. 


Table  Showing  Admissions,  Discharges,  &c.  of  Tuberculous  Patients  to  and  from  Sanatori 


^4 

CO 

'M 

II-! 

ST.  CATHERINE’S  HOSPITAL, 

(M 

to 

o 

CO 

j ^ 

in 

BIRKENHEAD. 

CO 

ANNA  MARIA  SANATORIUM, 

1 

1 

1 

- 

SWITZERLAND. 

^ ! 1 1 1 ! 

LIVERPOOL  CHEST  HOSPITAL, 

i 

1 ■ 

i 

- 

MOUNT  PLEASANT. 

1 1 1 ! 1 

ROYAL  CHILDREN’S  HOSPITAL 

1 

1 

! 

f— ' 

HESWALL. 

1 

1 

1 

OPEN  AIR  HOSPITAL, 

Uh 

TO 

1 

1 

.r. 

LEASOWE,  WIRRAL. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

-- 

ORTHOPEDIC  HOSPITAL, 

1 

! 

1 

OSWESTRY,  SALOP. 

CO 

1 

1 

i 

cc 

BARROWMORE  COLONY, 

^ i ! 1 1 1 

NR.  CHESTER. 

Ol 

M 

1 

LLANBEDR  HALL  SANATORIUM, 

- 

- 

! 

(M 

RUTHIN,  WALES. 

1 

-- 

PENDYFFRYN  HALL  SANATORIUM, 

1 1 1 ;•  1 

PENMAENMAWR. 

1 

i 

1 

FAZAKERLEY  SANATORIUM, 

Eh 

- 

1 

1 

1 

LIVERPOOL. 

a 1 1 1 1 ! 

BROADGREEN  SANATORIUM, 

1 1 1 1 i 

LIVERPOOL. 

1 

1 

1 

LIVERPOOL  SANATORIUM, 

Eh 

-- 

i 

- 

DELAMERE. 

a 1 i 1 1 1 

MEATHOP  SANATORIUM, 

Eh 

1 

! 

i 

OJ 

WESTMORLAND. 

T— 1 

1 

r-H 

CHESHIRE  JOINT  SANATORIUM. 

Eh 

lO 

::: 

Oi 

MARKET  DRAYTON. 


m r-H 


^ r-( 
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Welfare  of  tJw  hlind 


4'j 


Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. — Up  to  the  5th  July,  1,5^^ 
refills  were  given.  There  were  8 primary  inductions  and  582  X-ray 
screenings  performed. 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

This  work,  which  prior  to  the  5th  July  was  administered  by  the 
Health  Committee,  has  now  passed  to  the  Welfare  Committee,  and 
domiciliary  allowances  are  made  by  the  National  Assistance  Board. 


c 


Health  of  school  children 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

F.  Ct.  foster,  M.A.,  M.D.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

DEPUTY  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

E.  F.  MORGAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  June,  1948) 

ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  AND  ASSISTANT 
SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

Douglas  L.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Terminated  appointment 

Alarch,  1948) 

Anna  M.  Williams,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Thelma  R.  Gaunt,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Cecil  A.  McCleary,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

William  F.  Christian,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  May,  1948) 

SENIOR  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER 

P.  Wilson  Smith,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.S.  (Glas.) 

ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICERS 

Eveline  M.  Warlow,  D.D.S.  (Resigned  August,  1948) 

John  B.  Andrew,  L.D.S.,  B.D.S. 

INIyles  D.  Hely,  L.D.S.  ( Appointed  November,  1947) 

CONSULTANT  PSYCHIATRIST 

Alary  C.  Lydon,  L.R.C.P.  S.I.,  D.P.AI.  (Appointed  October,  1948— 

Part-time) 

SPEECH  THERAPIST 

Airs.  Alary  Peel,  L.C.S.T. 

SUPERINTENDENT  HEALTH  VISITOR 

Aliss  E.  Ramage 
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Department  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Birkenhead. 

February,  1949. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

T have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Enport  on  the  work  of  the 
School  Health  Service  for  1948. 

The  implementation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  on 
the  5th  July,  1948,  caused  changes  both  of  a financial  and  structural 
nature  in  the  School  Health  Service. 

Free  medical  treatment,  formerly  given  under  Section  48  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  is  now  given  through  the  National  Health 
Service,  but  certain  obligations  still  fall  to  be  provided  through  the 
agency  of  the  Education  Act. 

1.  School  Medical  Inspections,  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  and 
Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils. 

These  services  continue  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Education 
Authority,  although  in  respect  of  Alinor  Ailments  Clinics  it  is 
envisaged  that  in  course  of  time  “ opportunities  may  be  found  for 
co-operation  with  Health  Centres  and  Centres  for  group  practice  foi  m- 
ing  part  of  the  National  Health  Service." 

This  remark  seems  to  suggest  the  transfer  of  these  Clinics  to  the 
Health  Centres,  when  these  are  established,  and  a consequent 
curtailment  of  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

2.  ConsultatiYC  and  Specialist  Treatment. 

All  consultative  and  specialist  work  which  was  formerly  carried 
out  under  financial  arrangements  at  Hospitals,  or  at  Clinics  main- 
tained by  the  fjocal  Authority,  is  now  to  be  done  free  of  charge  to 
Local  Education  Authorities. 

Tims  Consultative  Services  in  Orthopaedics,  Eyes,  Ears,  Nose  and 
Throat,  and  Psychiatry,  which  were  formerly  a charge  on  the 
I'klucation  Authority,  are  now  to  be  supplied  free  of  charge  by  the 
itegional  IIosj)ital  Boai'd.  Child  Cuidaiu'c  remains  however  the  i-espon- 
dbility  of  the  Local  Education  Authoi-ity. 

3.  Ophthalmic  Services 

Oplitlialmic  work,  including  I’efi’acfions,  for  school  children  is 
being  earried  out  by  the  Siq)pl(un(‘nt ary  0[)hthalmic  Services  under 
Part  \' I (>{'  the  Xational  Health  Sca’vica^  Act.  Until  this  S(‘rvice  is 
fully  devekj[)ed,  tlu;  refract  i()ns  w ill  st  ill  b(‘  done',  tlu-ough  the  Schu»»l 
Health  Seiwiee,  and  })a_\  rneiit  for  these;  services  will  be  made  If)  the 
I.oeal  Antimritv  bv  the  Executive  Council, 
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Provision  of  spectacles  will  be  free  of  charge,  but  repairs  to,  and 
replacement  of  spectacles,  if  found  to  be  due  to-  carelessness,  will  be  a 
charge  on  the  Local  Education  Committee. 


4.  Artificial  Limbs,  Surgical  Appliances  and  Insulin 

With  regard  to  the  supply  of  these  accessories,  no  charge  will  now 
fall  on  the  Local  Authority. 


5.  Dental  Services 

The  School  Dental  Service  remains  unaffected  and  there  will  be  no 
payment  for  orthodontic  treatment  at  Dental  Hospitals. 

Local  Education  Authorities  are  now  encouraged  to  provide  dental 
treatment  for  children  attending  non-maintained  schools,  so  far  as  it  is 
practicable. 


6.  Education  of  Children  at  Hospitals 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  no  power  to  provide  education 
for  children  who,  whilst  patients  at  a Hospital,  attend  a school  which 
is  part  of  the  Hospital  premises,  and  the  cost  of  education  falls  upon 
the  Local  Education  Authority. 

Such  schools  are  now  to  be  known  as  “Hospital  Special  Schools." 

This  affects  the  Local  Education  Authority  in  respect  of 
school  children  undergoing  treatment  at  the  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Thingwall,  and  at  the  Liverpool  Open-Air  Hospital,  Leasowe. 

7.  Child  Guidance 

Psychiatric  treatment  is  the  concern  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  but  investigations  of  maladjusted  children  and  Child  Guidance 
remains  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

So  far,  no  Child  Guidance  Clinic  has  been  established  in 
Birkenhead,  partly  because  of  shortage  of  psychiatrists  and,  even  more 
so,  of  psychiatric  social  workers. 

A child  guidance  team  should  consist  of  a psychiatrist,  social 
worker  and  an  Educational  Psychologist — the  last-named  being  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Director  of  Education  — and  all  these 
specialists  are  at  present  in  short  supply.  More  cases  are  being 
referred  every  year  by  Head  ’\Iasters  and  by  the  Magistrates  at  the 
Juvenile  Courts  for  psychiatric  examination  and  investigation,  and  to 
(leal  with  this  increase,  a Consultant  Psychiatrist  (Dr.  Mary  Lydon), 
was  appointed. on  a part-time  basis — one  Clinic  per  fortnight.  The 
time  of  this  specialist  is  more  than  fully  occupied  with  these  examina- 
tions, and  it  is  essential  that  provision  should  be  made  in  the  near  future 
for  treatment  facilities. 
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The  problem  of  tlie  maladjusted  child  is  one  on  which  the  Ministry 
of  I^ducation  lays  much  import,  and  the  cause  of  maladjustment  is 
frequently  to  be  found  in  the  home.  The  value  of  a Child  Guidance 
Clinic  in  investigating  the  home  circumstances,  advising  the  parents, 
and  in  directing  and  training  the  child  has  now  been  fully  proven  and 
the  Local  ILhication  Authority  will  have  to  consider  the  establishment 
of  a Child  Guidance  Clinic  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 


S.  General 

The  new  “Alain  Aledical  Record”  Cards  emphasise  the  importance 
of  the  child's  social  background  and  contain  a full  medical  history  of 
each  child  during  its  school  life. 

These  cards  are,  on  completion  of  the  child’s  school  career, 
transferred  to  tlie  I'lxecutive  Council,  thereby  ensuring  continuity  of 
treatment  throughout  the  individual’s  life. 

The  genei'al  health  of  the  school  children  was  good,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  measles,  which,  in  February,  reached  the  higliest  peak  it 
has  yet  attained  in  the  Boi*ough  since  notihcation  was  made  compulsory, 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  zymotic  diseases. 

The  acquisition  of  an  X-ray  plant  at  the  Dental  Clinic  has  proved 
invaluable  iu  detecting  minimal  lesions  which  might  otherwise  have 
escaped  observation. 

During  the  year  Dr.  D.  L.  Alurray,  Senior  Assistant  Aledical 
Officer,  and  Senior  Assistant  School  Aledical  Officer,  terminated  his 
a])pointment  to  take  up  duty  witli  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Dr.  D.  F.  Alorgan  was  appointed  Deputy  Aledical  Officer  of 
Ileallh,  and  Deputy  School  Aledical  Officer:  Dr.  W.  F.  Christian  was 
a))pointed  Assistant  Aledical  Officer,  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
(Officer. 

A disturbing  factor  has  been  the  inability  to  obtain  Dental 
Officers  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  School  Dental  Service.  The  causes  for 
this  shoi-tage  of  a]')plicants,  which  is  prevalent  throughout  the  country, 
a?-e  well  known  and  do  not  require  explanation.  The  School  Dental 
S(M-vice  is  woi-king  at  high  stress  aiid  caimot  be  expected  to  maintain 
its  pi-f)gi-amme  until  its  ftdl  complement  of  Dental  Officers  is 
achieved. 

It  is  hf)ped  that  the  negotiations  which  are  now  taking  place  may 
haul  \()  a sobilimi  of  the  pia'sent  impasse  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  Oi.  R.  Demy)S(iy,  the  Direc^tor  of  Fdiuaation,  has  announced 
hi-  inqxaidiiig  prematura*  rad ii’eiru'ut  orr  aca*a)imt  of  ill-herdth,  and  1 
V.  i h to  tak'e  tliis  opj)f>r’1  unity  of  aelmowledgirrg  the  (dose  co-operaitiorr 
and  liaisfjii  whirdi  has  existerl  betwa'cn  our'  1 )(*pa rlm(-*uts  in  th(*,  past, 
and  wliifdi  was  made  yrossible  Iry  liar  eourt(*sy  and  consideration  he  has 
alway  howti  irr  our  irit er’-depa rtment al  dealings. 
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Mr.  Dempsey  has  been  a colleague  and  friend  with  whom  it  has 
been  a pleasure  to  work  and  it  is  with  great  regret  that  the  members 
of  the  School  Health  Service  and  myself  have  learned  of  his  resignation. 

In  conclusion,  1 wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Administrative  Sub -Committee  for  the  help  they  have  given  and  the 
interest  they  have  shown  in  the  maintenance  and  furtherance  of  the 
School  Health  Service. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


F.  G.  FOSTEB, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 
NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  CHILDREN 


Primary  Schools 

County  ... 

16 

Voluntary 

15 

Xuniber  of  children  on  the  Polls  ... 

...  13,727 

A^■erage  attendance  ... 

...  11,788 

Secondary  Schools  (Maintained) 

County  ... 

10. 

AVlimta'ry 

2 

Xnmber  of  children  on  the  Polls  ... 

6,705 

Average  attendance  ... 

5,806 

Secondary  Schools  (Non-Maintained) 

Tliere  are  four  direct-grant  ^econdaiy  Schools  in  the  town  as 
follows ; — 

The  Birkenhead  School,  Beresford  Boad. 

The  Birkenhead  High  School  for  Girls,  Devonshire  Place. 

(G.P.D.S.T.). 

Tlie  Convent  P.C.J.,  Holt  Hill. 

St.  Anselm's  College,  JManor  Hill. 


Nursery  Classes 

Xursery  classes  exist  in  connection  with  the  Infants’  Departments 
of  the  following  schools:  — 

C’athcart  Street  Primary  School. 

Pock  Perry  Primary  School. 

The  Dell  Primary  School. 
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The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  ^liiiistry  ot  J^lducatiou  are 
shown  at  the  end  of  this  rejjort. 

Periodic  IMedical  Inspections  were  carried  out  in  all  schools  of  the 
three  age  groups  specified  in  paragraph  49  (2)  of  the  Handicapped 
Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regidations,  1945,  nainely:  — 

(a)  every  pupil  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a maintained  school 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of  his  admission. 

(b)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Primary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

(c)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Secoiidary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

In  addition,  periodic  Medical  Inspections  vere  carried  out  of  a 
fourth  age  group  (children  who  were  between  eight  and  nine  years  of 
age  on  the  31st  ]\Iarch,  1948). 

During  the  year  the  number  of  periodic  JMedical  Inspections  ot 
pupils  attending  Maintained  Schools  totalled  7,271  (Not  shown  in 
Table  I of  the  Ministry  of  Education  Medical  Inspection  Returns 
illustrated  at  the  back  of  this  report,  are  185  x^upils  attending  a Non- 
IMaintained  School,  viz.,  the  Birkenhead  School,  who  were  inspected 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  78  of  the  Education  Act,  1944). 

The  total  of  5,741  Special  Inspections  carried  out  during  1948  by 
the  School  Health  Service  is  made  up  from  several  sources,  and 
include  Pre-Dental  Heart  Inspections,  examination  of  Juvenile  Court 
cases  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933,  School  Campers, 
Speech  Defects,  certificates  of  fitness  to  deliver  newspapers  etc., 
certificates  of  freedom  from  infection,  inspections  at  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics  and  children  seen  as  “Specials’*  during  the  course  of  periodic 
visits  to  the  Schools. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who  as  the  result  of  a periodic 
or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for  subsequent  re-inspection 
totalled  4708.  3673  of  these  were  performed  aT  the  school  and  1035  -at 
the  Jlinor  Ailments  Clinics. 


CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS 


Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of  5068  (69.70%)  of  the 
7271  children  dealt  with  at  the  periodic  inspections:  — 


Code  Group 

First  Age 


Second  Age 
Third  Age 


Parents  Present 
93.12% 
69.84% 
21.84% 


Fourth  Age 
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NUTRITION 

Tlie  Nutrition  of  Birkenhead  School  Cliildren  remains  at  a higli 
level  for  an  industrial  area,  and  there  is  no  real  evidence  of  malnutrition. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  adequate  sleep  is  an  essential  factor  in  main- 
taining a high  standard  of  good  health. 

Height  and  weight. — Below  are  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  children  who  were  examined 
during  the  course  of  routine  inspections. 


Age 

Height 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft,  j Ins. 

•3  vears  

16 

3 

4-50 

17 

3 * 3-59 

4 vear.s  

339 

3 

6-67 

3-20 

3 5-86 

f>  years  

612 

3 

8-49 

638 

3 8-14 

6 vears  

122 

o 

•J 

10-43 

124 

3 : 9-68 

7 vears  

29 

4 

1-21 

18 

4 ' 0-00 

8 vears  

718 

4 

3-46 

608 

4 3-10 

9 vears  

150 

.4 

4-53 

176 

4 , 4-15 

1 0 vears  

489 

4 

7-62 

376 

4 7-10 

11  years  

561 

4 

8-29 

465 

4 ! 8-29 

12  vears  

38 

4 

11-42 

4 

4 ' 8-50 

13  years  

49 

5 

1-00 

5 

5 0.60 

1 4 years  

213 

3-97 

343 

5 3-38 

15  years  

401 

5 

5-23 

288 

5 4-05 

16  years  

116 

5 

8-28 

52 

5 5-31 

17  years  

33 

5 

10-21 

22 

5,618 

18  vears  

6 

6 

0-00 

11 

5 5-91 

Age 

Weight 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

3 years  

16 

2 

12-25 

17 

2 

9-83 

4 years  

339 

3 

0-56 

316 

2 

12-25 

5 years  

612 

3 

3-33 

638 

3 

1-28 

6 years  

122 

3 

7-06 

124 

3 

6-10 

7 year.s  

30 

3 

11-80 

15 

3 

11-40 

8 years 

714 

4 

4 -05 

603 

4 

1-96 

9 yeai’s  

157 

4 

6-54 

182 

4 

4-74 

1 0 yeai'.s 

474 

5 

3-11 

370 

5 

0-57 

1 1 vears  

514 

5 

4-75 

468 

,5 

4 - 03 

12  veai  s 

35 

6 

0-83 

4 

5 

8-50 

1 :i  years  

47 

6 

8-49 

.3 

6 

13-66 

1 t yf-ic  s 

210 

7 

9-01 

337 

7 

12-27 

1 5 years  

400 

8 

2-47 

296 

8 

1-47 

1 6 years  

115 

9 

1-40 

52 

8 

1 1 -23 

1 7 years  

3,3 

9 

12-45 

22 

8 

11-91 

18  years  

6 

10 

9-67 

11 

8 

12-64 

Bciieml  (‘oiidilioii  (igiirt^s  are  illustrated  in  dhl)le  IIB  of  the 
-Ministry  of  Ivliication  Itctuiais  shown  at  the  hack  of  this  report. 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 

.S('\ci';d  new  School  Kitchens  wcr(>,  opetu'd  dui'iiig  the  yt'ai'  and 
;ip|»ro,\ini:itcl\  one-third  ol’  the.  school  population  can  now  obtain  a Asell 
cooked  ;ind  p;d. liable  dinner  at  schoed. 
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The  total  niuriber  of  school  meals  provided  during  the  year  was 
1,285,738  showing  an  increase  of  89,984  over  1947.  Of  this  former 
number  1,004,648  were  supplied  on  payment  and  281,090  free. 

Every  child  attending  a Primary  or  Secondary  ^Maintained  School 
receives  one-third  of  a piut  of  milk  fi'ee  of  charge,  and  during  the  year 
3,420,140  bottles  of  milk  were  provided. 

CLEANLINESS  AND  CLOTHING 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactoiy.  The  Health 
Visitors  made  periodic  iuspectious  during  the  school  terms,  and 
altogether  59,870  examinations  were  carried  out.  1568  pupils  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  vermin.  Under  Section  54  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  8 cleansing  notices  and  one  cleansing  order  were  issued.  The 
figures  quoted  approximate  to  those  for  1947. 

The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  report  that  the  standard  of 
clothing  is  generally  good  with  the  exception  of  footwear,  which  is 
inadequate  and  unsuitable  in  a number  of  cases. 

MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC 

The  Alinor  Ailments  Clinics  continued  to  open  daily  for  the 
treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  during  the  School  Term,  and  as  necessary 
during  holidays.  iVlthough  attendances  have  increased,  the  number 
of  defects  treated  are  not  materially  greater  than  in  1947.  13363 

attendances  were  made,  and  2498  defects  were  treated  as  compared 
with  9800  attendances  and  1984  defects  treated  during  1947. 

SCABIES  CLINIC 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  Verminous  Conditions  remains  with 
the  Local  Education  Authority,  441  cases  being  discovered  necessitating 
2552  attendances.  All  contacts  were  followed  up,  resulting  in  92  pre- 
school  children  and  96  adults  also  being  treated. 


Disease  or  defect. 

Number  of  defects  treated 
at  the  Municipal  Skin  Clinic 
iluring  the  year. 

Scalaes : 

{a)  uncomplicated  

{b)  complicated  

55 

78 

Scabies  contacts  ^found  to  be  free  from  scalncs) .... 

31 

Secondary  dermatitis  (followino"  scabies)  

Diseases  of  tlie  scalp  (due  to  lice  and  nits) 

131 

Other  skin  diseases  

146 

Total 

441 

An  average  of  2 treatments  only  were  required  to  effect  a cure 
for  each  case  of  uncomplicated  scabies.  Scabies  Order  1941. — This 
Order,  made  nnder  the  ]')efence  Piegulations,  was  repealed  in  duly,  so 
that  action  where  necessarv  must  now  be  taken  under  the  kklucatiou 
Act,  1944. 


52 


Health  of  school  children 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  statistical  hgiires  of  skin  ailments  shown 
in  Table  111  Gi-onp  I of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  Medical  Inspections 
Eeturns.  at  the  back  of  this  report,  show  an  increase  over  those  for 
1947.  This  is  acconntable  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  cases  seen  at 
local  hospital  out-patient  clinics  from  1st  January  to  4th  July,  have 
been  included  in  the  Annual  Report. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION 

Ihuler  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Supplementary 
Oplithalmic  Services  have  taken  over  the  Ophthalmic  and  refraction 
h\oi‘k  of  the  School  Health  Service.  As,  however,  the  general  sight- 
testing work  of  the  Specialist  Services  will  ]iot  be  fully  developed  for 
some  time,  the  Local  Education  Authority  will,  in  the  meantime, 
continue  to  make  use  of  the  services  of  I)r.  A.  M.  Williams,  who,  after 
application,  was  placed  on  the  Local  Executive  Councirs  list  of 
Ophthalmic  IMedical  Practitioners  with  effect  from  the  9th  November, 
lt)48.  A fee  of  12/6d.  is  paid  by  the  Executive  Council  for  each 
1‘efraction  done  by  Hr.  Williams,  and  the  amount  due  every  month  is 
jaiid  directly  to  the  Borough  Ih-easurer  by  the  Executive  Council. 

The  supply  of  glasses  is  now  undertaken  by  ophthalmic  dispensing 
opticians  on  the  Ophthalmic  lust,  on  presentation  by  the  parent  of  the 
appropriate  form.  For  school  children,  the  procedure  provides  that  no 
charge  will  be  made  for  replacement  or  repair  of  glasses.  Any  charge 
deemed  by  the  Ophthalmic  Services  Committee  to  be  due  to  lack  of 
care  must  be  paid  by  the  Education  Authority  to  the  Executive  Council. 
The  effect  of  this  ruling  is  that  there  is  no  encouragement  to  the  child 
— or  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  parent  to  encourage  the  child — to  take 
care  that  his  or  her  glasses  are  not  lost,  damaged  or  destroyed,  as  the 
cost  of  replacements  or  repair  will  come,  not  out  of  the  parent’s,  but 
out  of  the  Education  Authority’s  pocket,  and  it  is  conceivable  that  a 
careless  or  destructive  child  might  receiv^e  several  pairs  of  glasses  a year 
at  the  Authority’s  expense. 

Dr.  Williams  reports:  — 

“Mothers  are  very  anxious  to  have  the  eyes  of  the  children  tested, 
and  attend  well,  both  for  new  cases,  and  re-examinations. 

Sevei-al  new  cases  of  myopia  have  been  revealed,  but  the  numbers 
do  not  compare  advei'sely  witli  those  discovered  in  previous  yeai'S. 
Cases  of  high  uiyoy)ia  have  been  veiy  few. 

Tt  is  most  imfoi'tunate  tluit,  iindei*  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic 
Services  Scheme,  the  myopic  and  other  visually  defective  school  child 
has  to  wait  so  long  before  his  or  her  glasses  are  ready.  Tt  is  not  un- 
funmon  ff)r  the  cliild  to  wait  four  or  five  months,  and  even  longei-, 
before  its  glasses  are  eventually  laaidy.  In  many  instances  the  glasses 
a)<*  no  longei'  suitable,  tfui  (diild’s  vision  having  detei'iorated  in  the 
interval,  uhicb  necessitates  strongcM'  lenses  having  to  be  prescribed. 

OomyJaints  are  being  ma(h‘  by  yiarcmts  that  their  (dnhh'en  find  if 
diffienit  to  flerive  any  benefit  from  their  edncaiion  without  suitable 
^d;r-  o*  , and  in  certain  eases  (diildiam  are  Ix'ing  keyit  off  S(diool  beeiuise 
ol  the  h»ng  <h*lay  in  ya-osifling  glasses, 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  situation,  detrimeiital  in  rnaipy  ways  to 
the  school  child  will  adjust  itself  in  due  course,  but  1 feel  most  strongly 
that  priority  should  be  given  to  prescriptions  made  out  for  myopic 
schoolchildren,  and  children  about  to  sit  for  important  exairnnations. ” 

Particulars  of  school  children  refracted  at  the  Eye  Clinic  during 
the  year  are  shown  as  follo\\'s;  — 

(a)  1st  January  to  4th  July,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
imder  Section  48  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

(b)  5th  July  to  31st  December,  for  the  Local  Executive  Council 
under  Part  Y1  of  the  Kational  Health  Service  (Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  SerAUces)  Regulations,  1948. 

(c)  Particulars  for  the  whole.  3nar  combining  the  figures  giAnn  at 

(a)  and  (b) 

(a)  During  the  period  1st  Januai-y  to  4th  July,  334  neAv  eases  Avere 
examined.  Spectacles  were  prescril)ed  for  153  of  these,  the  remainder 
being  found  to  be  enrnetropic,- or  cases  for  whom  spectacles  were  of 
no  benefit.  631  children  attended  for  le-exarninatiou,  and  346  pairs 
of  spectacles  Avere  prescribed. 

The  total  number  of  spectacles  obtained  Avas  510.  The  tact  that 
18  pairs  of  spectacles  AVere  obtained  in  excess  of  the  number  supplied 
is  due  to  spectacled  prescribed  during  the  latter  part  of  1947  not  being 
obtained  until  1948. 

(b)  From  5th  July  to  31st  December,  204  neAV  cases  Avere  examined. 
Spectacles  Avere  prescribed  for  98  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found 
to  be  enrnetropic  or  cases  for  AAdiom  spectacles  Avere  of  no  benefit.  510 
children  attended  for  re-examination,  and  193  pairs  of  spectacles  Avere 
prescribed. 

Details  of  glasses  obtained  by  pupils  under  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services  Scheme  are  not  aAnilable. 

(c)  The  combined  figures  for  the  aaRoIo  year  are  as  folloAvs:  — 


Number  of  neAv  cases  refracted  ...  ...  ...  ...  538 

Number  of  these  for  AAhom  spectacles  Avere  prescribed  ...  251 

Number  of  re-examinations  refracted  ...  ...  ...  1141 

Number  of  these  for  whom  spectacles  Avere  prescribed  ...  539 

Total  number  of  cases  refracted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1779 

Number  of  these  for  Avhom  spectacles  Avere  prescribed  ...  790 

Number  knoAAui  to  have  obtained  spectacles  ...  ...  510 


In  addition  to  the  aboAn,  44  children  of  pre-school  age  attended 
the  Eye  Clinic  during  1948  for  the  first  time,  and  3 attended  for  re- 
examination . 

The  neAv  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  Avere  as  folloAvs : 

Comnrgent:  Eight  eye  32,  left  eye  62,  alternating  5. 

DiAnrgent : Right  eye  0,  left  eye  0,  alternating  0. 

Double  internal  0. 

92  neAv  cases  Avere  examined  and  190  re-examinations  were  carried 
out  by  Mr.  Charters,  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Siu’geon,  at  the  Birken- 
head Municipal  Hospital.  Thirty  operations  Avere  performed,  tAventy- 
four  of  AAhich  Avere  for  the  correction  of  squint;  a fuiJher  fourteen  cases 
of  squint  received  operatLe  treatment  at  local  hospitals. 
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VACCINATION 


In  the  Eoutine  Inspections  children  were  examined  as  to 
vaccination  marlvs,  and  of  the  7271  children  examined, 

2770  (38.10%)  showed  no  marks 
4019  (55.27%)  showed  one  mark 
419  ( 5.76%)  showed  two  marks 
29  (0.40%)  showed  three  marks 
34  ( 0.46%)  showed  four  marks 


PAST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Enquiry  was  made  at  each  Eoutine  Medical  Inspection  as  to  the 
ijifectious  diseases  from  which  the  children  might  have  suffered. 


(1) 


Children  aged  3 — 9 

No.  of  cases. 

No  Infections  Disease  220 

Measles  3260 

Whooping  Cough  2151 

Scarlet  Fever  333 

Diphtheria  106 

Chicken  Pox  1809 

i\  In  nips  ■ 953 


(2) 


Children  aged  10- 


-16 


No  Infectious  Disease  32 

Measles  3076 

Whooping  Cough  1993 

Scarlet  Fever  512 

Diiihtheria  299 

Chicken  Pox  1960 

Mumps  1384 


Per  cent. 
5.53 
81.93 
54.06 
8.37 
2.66 
45.46 
23.95 


0.97 

93.44 

60.54 

15.55 
9.08 

59.54 

42.04 


Note.— The  same  child  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  these  diseases. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

lhaor  to  the  5th  July,  patients  were  referred  by  the  School  Health 
Service  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  at  the  Municipal 
Hospital,  and  this  arrangement  continues  to  function  under  the 
National  Ilealtli  Service  Act. 

Ill  December  the  Eirkerdiead  Hospital  Management  Committee 
mafl('  availabU'.  faciliti(‘s  for  a mirnber  of  patients  to  be  seen  weekly  at 
the  Dirkenhead  and  W'irral  ('hildren’s  Hospital,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
thi-  flevelr>pment  will  lead  to  a I’ednction  in  the  waiting  period  for 
treatment. 

\t  the  fierifalie  examinations  the  7nirriber  of  pupils  found  to  req\iire 
tn-atment  ff)r  'Tonsils  and  Adenoids  was  479  aiul  tlie  number  required 
to  he  Inqd  under  ohservation  was  373, 
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k total  of  296  children  were  examined  and  308  re-examinations  were 
carried  out  by  Mrs.  Abercromby,  Consultant  Aurist  and  Laryngologist. 
226  operations  were  performed  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital, 


compared  with  162  during  1947  as  follows:  — 

Tonsils  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Adenoids  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Other  defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  11 


226 


A further  93  cases  are  known  to  have  received  operative  treatment 
at  local  hospitals. 


ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


In  September,  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  assumed 
administrative  and  financial  responsibility  for  orthopaedic  treatment 
and  its  adjuncts,  viz.,  massage,  physiotherapy,  ultra-violet  treatment, 
provision  of  splints  and  surgical  appliances. 

The  arrangements  which  have  been  in  operation  for  a number  of 
years,  whereby  children  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  School  Health 
Service  have  been  referred  to  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid 
Children’s  Association  will  be  continued. 

422  new  cases  (including  174  pre-school  children)  were  seen  as 
compared  with  371  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  1108  re-examinations  as  compared  with  981  for  1947. 
52  Children  were  treated  as  in-patients  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal 
Hospital,  and  a further  62  cases  are  known  to  have  received  in-patient 
treatment  at  local  hospitals. 

A grant  of  TIO  was  made  to  the  British  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 
Spastics,  a body  constituted  to  promote  research  and  experiment  into 
the  problem  of  educating  and  treating  children  suffering  from  spastic 
paralysis. 

Remedial  exercises  for  fiat  feet,  knockj  knees  and  postural  defects, 
were  included  in  the  general  physical  training  curriculum  of  the 
schools  under  the  supervision  of  the  physical  training  instructoi's.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  a relatively  small  percentage  of  children  suffer  from 
defects  which  require  remediable  therapy. 
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An  analysis  of  new  eases  and  discharges  from  the  Orthoptedic 
Clinic,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Disease  Categories 


Coiigeiiit  il  Detonnities ; 

'I'ruiik 

Upper  Limb  

Lower  Limb  

Acquired  Det'ormilies  : 

Flat  Foot  

tlalliix  Valgus  

Postural  Ky[tliosis  & Scoliosis. 

Knock  Knee  

Low  Leo 

Other  Conditions  .... 

Affections  of  Skeleton  : 

1 ; ickets  

Other  Conditions  .... 

Alfections  of  Nervous  System  : 

Spastic  Paralysis  

Infantile  ,,  

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  

Other  Conditions  

Ahections  of  Bone  : 

Osteomyelitis  

Tuberculosis  

Other  Conditions  

Affections  of  Joints  : 

Tuberculous  ..  

Other  Conditions  

Affections  of  Spine  : 

Tuberculous  

Other  Conditions  

Affections  of  Ei)i]>hysis  

Affect  ions  of  Soft  Tissues 

Complications  of  Trauma  

Transferred  to  Hosjtital  

Totals 


New 

Cases 

Discharged  during  1947 

1 

Under 

Of 

2 

School 

School 

ce 

Age 

Age 

O 

9 

% 

r- 
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1 
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3 
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35 

4 

3 

3 
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69 
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82 
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1 
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1 

1 
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i 
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78 

124 

93 
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30 

12 

10 
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MASSAGE  AND  REMEDIAL  EXERCISES 

Massage  and  rciticdial  exercises,  as  pi'cscribed  hy  the  Orthoptedic 
Surgeon,  were  )))'o\'ided  flnanigh  Ihe.  agcaicy  of  the  Invalid  (ddhlren’s 
\ - ■;ficiat  ion.  (Tlieia;  are.  one  fnIMbne  and  two  part-time  ])hysio- 
f Inna  pi -f  - on  flic  Association’s  SfalT). 

'I'lie  nnniher  of  a f t enda nec's  by  clinic  cases  \\ere  7,0,74  comjtared 
\\itli  hisl  year. 

In  afidilion  al1endanc(‘s  wore,  made  by  non-clinic  cases  (tl.iat 
r-  ff)  -.;iy,  ease-  -ent  1 ly  Off liopa-d ic  surgeons  afdacbed  fo  local  hospitals, 
<fe,  (,  ;is  eoiiipnrefl  with  ‘Jf)  1 for  Iasi  year. 
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SURGICAL  APPLIANCES,  SPLINTS,  ETC. 


The  provision  of  special  surgical  appliances  and  apparatus,  and 
the  alterations  to  footwear,  etc.,  was  dealt  with  by  the  Association, 
under  the  terms  of  tha  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  102  up  to  4th 
July.  Thereafter  these  services  were  provided  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act. 

A total  of  204  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  vear  compared 
with  273  for  1947. 


CONVALESCENT  AND  AFTER  CARE  TREATMENT 

Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  After-Care  treatment,  which 
in  the  case  of  school  children  is  usually  carried  out  at  Convalescent 
Homes. 

The  question  of  financial  responsibility  for  this  form  of  treatment 
is  a vexed  one  and  at  present  under  discussion,  as  the  llegional  Hosj^ital 
Jloard  confines  its  responsibilities  to:  — 

“(a)  Convalescent  Hospital  treatment,,  and 

(b)  Rehabilitation  treatment  under  medical,  and,  if  need  be, 
nursing  supervision.” 

but  does  not  hold  itself  liable  “for  the  provision  of  recuperative 
holiday  with  change  of  air,  food  and  surroundings,”  which  it  considers 
is  the  responsibility  of  tlie  Local  Authority  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  border-line  between  children  needing 
Convalescent  Hospital  and  Rehabilitation  treatment  on  the  one  hand, 
and  recuperative  treatment  on  the  other,  is  very  indefinite  and 
frequently  a matter  of  personal  opinion. 

There  is  at  present  a shortage  of  institutions  supplying  the  former 
type  of  treatment  with  a consequent  demand  on  the  local  Authority  for 
after-care  treatment  under  the  latter  category. 


This  has  led  to  a certain  amount  of  controversy  as  to  the  extent  of 
financial  responsibility  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  under  Section 
48  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  At  present  not  only  children 
suffering  from  debility,  ansemia  and  minor  ailments,  but  also  children 
convalescing  after  serious  illnesses — and  on  some  occasions  post 
operative  cases — are  being  referred  by  almoners  of  hospitals  and  private 
practitioners  to  the  Local  Authority  for  convalescent  treatment.  It  is 
difficult  to  refuse  these  latter  cases,  which  would  appear  to  come  under 
the  category  of  rehabilitation,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  if 
accepted,  the  financial  outlay'  falls  on  the  Local  Authority. 
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Prior  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  all  convalescent  treatment  was  under- 
taken through  the  agency  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  which, 
for  many  years,  has  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  various 
Convalescent  Homes  and  of  the  suitability  of  each  for  special 
ccmplaints. 

For  the  time  being,  the  Invalid  Children's  Association  will  carry 
on  this  agency  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Education  Authority,  and  will 
arrange  for  convalescent  treatment  for  such  school  children  as  have  been 
approved  for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

A total  of  124  school  children  spent  periods  of  convalescence  in 
Homes  and  Country  Hospitals  in  Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  North 
Wales. 


ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  TREATMENT 


At  the  premises  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  a total  of  57 
children  of  school  age  made  1,034  attendances  during  the  year. 

still  under 
Not  treatment  at 
Improved  Improved  end  of  year 


Debility  34  20  39 

Tuberculosis  1 — 1 

Aiicemia  ! — — — 

Bronchitis  — — — 

Rickets  — — 1 


Other  conditions  — — — 

35  20  41 


In  addition  646  attendances  were  made  by  children  under  school 
age,  and  3 attendances  by  one  patient  over  school  age. 

Included  among  the  20  children  classified  as  “ not  improved  ” 
nndei'  the  lieading  Debility,  are  those  who  did  not  tinisli  the  course  of 
treatment  ju’esciilied. 
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At  the  South  Clinic  a total  of  21  children 

of  school 

age  made 

ttendances  during  the  year. 

Improved. 

Not 

Improved. 

Still  under 
treatment 
at  end 
of  year. 

Malnutrition  

3 

2 

3 

Debility  

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

Ansemia  

1 

1 

o 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

o 

Rickets  

— 

— 

Other  conditions  

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

6 

7 

In  addition  339  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and  above 
school  age. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Services  Eegula- 
tions,  1945,  define  the  several  categories  of  pupils  requiring  special 
educational  treatment  for  their  Primary  and  Secondary  education,  and 
provide  as  to  the  special  methods  appropriate  for  the  education  of 
pupils  of  each  category. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  each  category, 
and  their  disposition  at  the  end  of  the  year.  , 

Xo  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  table. 


In 

Special 

Schools 

In 

Maintained 

Schools 

In 

Independent 

Scho<^ls 

Not  at 
School 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Grlis 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

A.  Blind  

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

B.  Partially  Sighted  

7 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

C.  Deaf 

9 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

12 

6 

D.  Partially  Deaf 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

E.  Delicate  

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

F.  Diabetic  

— 

G.  Educationally  Subnormal 

82 

33 

21 

7 

1 

5 

1 

1 

105 

46 

H.  Epileptic 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

I.  Maladjusted  

4 

3 

15 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

19 

6 

J.  Physically  Handicapped 

(a)  Cripples 

1 

— 

6 

12 

i ^ 

— 

4 

3 

13 

15 

(b)  Hearts  

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

10 

K.  Speech  Defects  

— 

— 

j 27 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

21 

L.  Multiple  Disabilities 

8 

4 

1 6 

g 

’ — 

— 

■ — 

2 

14 

9 

I 213  I 134 
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MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 


SUMMARY 

Partially  Sighted  and  Educ.ationally  sub-normal  1 

Partially  sighted  and  Speech  defect  2 

Partially  Deaf  and  Speech  defect  1 

Pani.ally  Deaf  and' Educationally  suh-iiormal  1 

Ei)ilei»tic  and  IVIaladJusted  1 

Maladjusted  and  Speech  defect  1 

Physically  handicapped  and  Educationally  suh-norinal  ...  2 

Physically  handicapped  and  Speech  defect  ....^ 1 

IhiYsicaily  handicapped  and  Maladjusted  1 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Speech  defect  3 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Physically  handicapped  ...  3 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Delicate  3 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Paidially  Deaf  1 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Epileptic  1 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Maladjusted  1 
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A morn  detailed  indication  of  accommodation  provided  for  tli 
following  categories  of  handicapped  pupils  is  illustrated  below:  — 


Category  (a)— Blind 

Royal  Normal  Eollege,  Shrewsbury  1 pupil 

Henshaw’s  Institute  for  the.  Blind  2 pupils 

Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Birmingham  1 pupil 

St.  Vincent’s  R.C.  School,  Liverpool  2 pupils 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Blind  1 pupil 

Awaiting  vacancy  1 pupil 

Category  (b)— Partially  Sighted 

Sight  Saving  Class,  Hamilton  Secondary  School  ...  17  pupils 

Primary  Schools  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  1 pupil 

Category  (c) — Deaf 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Deaf 9 pupils 

.School  for  the  Deaf,  L.eeds  2 pupils 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Boston  Spa  2 pupils 

.\\vaiting  accommodation  5 pupils 

Category  (d)— Partially  Deaf 

l,iv(upool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf,  Birkdale  ...  3 pupils 

1 ndc|)endent  School  1 pupil 

.\ waiting  vacancy  1 pupil 

Category  (e)— Delicate 

1 h i I nary  Schools  3 pupils 

.<>econdai'y  Schools  3 pupils 

.Not  at  School  1 pupil 

Category  (f)— Diabetic  Nil 

Category  (h)— Epileptic 

Maghiill  lloiiK's,  Idverpool  G pu]uls 

.SfMondary  School  1 pupil 

Category  (i) — Maladjusted 

.^t.  Vhiicciil’s  .\pprovefl  School,  Marked  Harborough  1 pupil 

.Northinnberland  Village  Homes  1 puf)il 

Duiida  ,\pprov(‘d  Scbool,  Westnn  Rhyn,  Nr. 

O'- west  ry  1 puj)il 

Walden  Heath  Apfueeved  Scliool,  Harrogate  I pu])!! 

Bryn  l•;^tyn  \f)pre)ved  School,  VVre'xham  1 ])upil 

I5reattf)n  Hark  .\pproved  .Schf)ol  1 pupil 

Rlai'klanok  House  .School,  St.  Helens  1 pupil 

I’riin.'iry  Schetols  0 pupils 

,>^<•c(»M^la ry  .‘<chof)ls  9 pupils 

Indej.eMident  School  1 pupil 
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Category  (j)— Physically  Handicapped 

St.  Margaret’s,  Croydon  1 pupil 

Secondary  Schools  13  pupils 

Primary  Schools  18  pupils 

Independent  Schools  2 pupils 

Not  at  School  12  pupils 


TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

The  statistics  now  submitted  relating  to  school  children  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  are  confined  to  the  period  1st  January  to  the  4th  July, 
1948,  after  which  date  the  arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  became  the  duty  of  the  Jjiverpool  Regional  Hospital 
Board  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948. 

I.— CHIIdlREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TURERCULOSIS 
(including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands) 

Number  on  register  at  4th  July,  1948  58 

IF— CHII.DREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(Tills  (^ategory  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than  those 
shown  in  (I)  above). 

Number  on  register  at  4th  July,  1948  199 

HOSPITAL  SPECIAL  SCHOOL— BIRKENHEAD  ORTHOPAEDIC 
HOSPITAL  (THINGWALL) 

The  Orthopaedic  Hospital  (Thingwall)  was  transferred  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  on  the  5th  July. 

Whilst  the  Board  undertakes  the  treatment  and  maintenance  of  all 
children  at  the  Hospitals,  it  has  no  power  to  provide  education  for  the 
children. 

Section  62  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  empowers  the  Board 
to  arrange  for  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  use  part  of  the  premises 
of  the  Hospital  as  a Special  School.  Under  JMinistrv  of  Ihlucation 
Circular  179,  of  the  4th  August,  it  now  devolves  on  the  l^ocal  Lklucation 
Authority  to  undertake  administration  and  financial  responsibility  for 
the  school,  whilst  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  still  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  and  treatment  of  the  pupil-patients.  Schools  of  this 
nature  are  now  to  be  knoAvn  as  Hospital  Special  Schools.” 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

During  an  address  to  a Refresher  Course  for  School  Medical 
Officers,  in  July,  Dr.  E.  J.  Boome  made  the  following  remarks:  — 

Disorders  of  speech  have  been  noted  by  writers  of  all  ages. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  first  was  Celsus,  first  century  A.D.,  who  said: — ■ 

When  the  tongue  is  paralysed,  either  from  a vice  of  the  organ 
or  as  a consequence  of  another  disease,  and  when  , the  patient  cannot 
articulate,  gargles  should  be  administered  of  a decoction  of  thyme, 
hyssop,  pennyroyal,  he  should  drink  water,  and  the  head,  the  neck, 
mouth,  and  the  part  below  the  chin  be  well  rubbed.  The  tongue  should 
be  rubbed  with  lasserAvort,  and  he  should  chew  pungent  substances, 
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such  as  luustard,  garlic,  onion,  and  make  every  effort  to  articulate. 
He  must  exercise  himself  to  retain  his,  breath,  wash  the  head  in  cold 
water,  eat  horse  radish,  and  then  vomit.” 

During  the  nineteenth  century  French  surgeons  thought  that 
stammering  could  be  cured  by  cutting  off  portions  of  the  tongue.  This 
proved  disastrous. 

In  the  British  Aluseum  there  are  painted  masks  used  by  the  “ devil 
dancers  ” of  Ceylon  for  the  cure  of  various  diseases,  including 
stammering  and  deafness.” 

Speech  Thera] diy  has  advanced  considerably  since  those  days  and 
Hrs.  Alary  Peel,  the  Speech  Therapist,  reports:  — 

Two  weeks  in  July  were  given  over  to  a routine  investigation  of 
children  reported  as  having  some  difficulty  of  speech ; doctor,  speech 
tlierapist  and  parents,  being  present  when  the  children  were  examined. 
This  has  led  to  a closer/  co-operation  between  the  speech  therapist  and 
parents,  enabling  work  to  be  carried  out  at  home  under  the  latter's 
guidance.  School  contact  was  continued  by  the  speech  therapist 
visiting  schools  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  each  term. 


Since  the  closing  of  the  Well  Lane  Clinic  in  July,  the  following 
arrangements  have  obtained:  — 


Trinity  Street  Primary  School  ... 
South  Health  Clinic 
North  Health  Clinic 
Claughton  Load  Special  School 


Group  Classes,  Stammerers, 
and  some  individual  defects. 

1 Session  per  week — Indivi- 
dual defects. 

1 Session  per  week — Indivi- 
dual defects. 

I half-day  session  per  week. 


Piamary  and  Secondary  Schools  visited  during  last  two  weeks  of 
e.ach  teiTn. 


Numl)er  of  cases  treated  during  the  year — 160,. 

Stammei-,  82;  S])eech  Defects,  72;  Special  School  Cases,  6. 

Attendances : — 
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There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  requiring 
treatment  for  speech  defects.  This  may  be  due  to  one  of  the  following 
two  reasons:  — 

(a)  Increasing  interest  in  schools  and  homes  towards  the  children's 
speech,  and  growing  awareness  of  the  benefits  of  speech 
therapy ; 

(b)  Lack  of  sufficient  home  interest  while  the  children  are  learn- 
ing to  talk,  i.e.,  mothers  out  at  work,  homes  overcrowded, 
parents  uninterested  in  their  children,  over-anxious  grand- 
parents. 

Despite  this  increase  in  numbers  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Bchool  Medical  Officer,  the  number  of  speech  defects  known  are  not 
representative  of  the  speech  defects  in  the  Borough.  There  are  still 
schools  sending  in  few  or  no  returns  when  asked  to  submit  names  for 
treatment. 

There  is  a waiting  list  of  children  requiring  speech  therapy,  and 
because  of  this,  it  is  only  possible  to  give  children  the  minimum  amount 
of  treatment  required.  Most  children  attending  the  Clinic  should  have 
at  least  six  months  in  a group  class  to  give  them  complete  speech 
confidence,  but  as  numbers  are  at  present,  this  is  impossible,  and  they 
have  to  rely  on  any  speech  training  given  in  the  schools.  The 
stammerers  are  receiving  two  sessions  of  forty  minutes  each  during 
tlie  week,  and  the  speech  defects  are  being  treated  for  one  half-hour 
per  week.  It  would  be  more  desirable  if  this  could  be  two  sessions  per 
week. 

The  treatment  given  has  conformed  with  that  of  previous  years, 
but  has  this  year  included  more  play  therapy.  It  is  based  on  the 
})sychological  and  physiological  aspect  of  the  speech  disorder  or  defect. 
The  response  to  treatment  has  been  in  most  cases  successful,  and  both 
parents  and  children  have  shown  more  interest  in  the  work  undertaken 
at  the  Clinic.  ” 


MALADJUSTED  CHILDREN 

During  the  year  11  school  childroii  were  referred  for  investigation 
by  the  psychiatrist. 

Of  this  number,  6 boys  and  2 girls  were  registered  as  Maladjusted 
Pupils,  in  accordance  with  Category  (i)  of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and 
School  Health  Service  liegulations,  1945.  Seven  of  these  children 
were  recommended  to  receive  treatment  not  involving  Presidential  Care. 

In  addition,  a fifteen  year  old  girl  was  referred  by  the  Juvenile 
Court  for  a report  on  her  mental  coiidition ; on  examination  she  was 
found  to  be  Jlalad justed  and  recommended  to  undergo  a course  of 
psychiatric  treatment.  On  behalf  of  the  Children’s  Committee  a boy 
of  sixteen  was  examined  by  the  psychiatrist  who  found  no  evidence  of 
^Maladjustment  in  his  case. 
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EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN 


III  Birkenhead  there  aj-e  no  special  classes  for  eclncationally  sub- 
normal pupils  in  ordinary  schools,  and  they  are  taught  in  the  lower 
streams.” 

Children  with  intelligence  quotients  ranging  from  50  to  75  are 
normally  recomiiiended  for  special  educational  treatment  at  Claughton 
Eoad  Day  {Special  School ; cases  below  50  are  usually  considered  to 
be  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school  and  notified  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority  as  Mentally  Defective.  Quite  often  the  latter  action 
is  not  resorted  to  until  the  child  has  had  a trial  at  the  Special  School. 

Parents  have  a right  of  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Education  against 
such  notification,  and  the  Education  Authority  may  cancel  a notifica- 
tion so  made,  under  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1948. 


Examinations  of  children  suspected  to  be  educationally  sub-normal 
were  held  at  various  schools  and  clinics  during  the  year  by  the  approved 
medical  officers,  and  the  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out 


below : — 

Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

Total  number  examined 

A umber  found  to  be  educationally  sub- 
normal and — 

41 

17 

58 

liecommended  to  attend  Special  School  ... 
liecommended  Sjtecial  Education  within 

20 

13 

88 

the  Ordinary  School  ... 

Pecommended  to  continue  Ordinary 

14 

2 

16 

Schools 

7 

• 2 

9 

During  the  year  a number  of  children  in  attendance  at  Claugliton 
Poad  Day  Special  School  were  examined  for  leave  of  absence  and  as 
Sjiecial  School  leavers,  the  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out 
below : — 


Boys  ■ Girls 

d'otal  number  ej^aniined  ...  ...  ...  10  4 

liecommended  to  be  notified  to  the  Local 
Health  .Vuthority  under  the  Mental 
I )eficieiic_\  Acts  ...  ...  ...  8 2 

Lease  of  .\bseuce  recommended  ...  ...  8 • — 

Leave;  of  Absence  not.  |•econlmended  ...  — 1 

Lxamined  piloi-  to  leaving  school  ...  ...  4 1 


Total 

14 


5 

0 

1 


' MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

I’lie.  mimbei-  of  '-liildren  notllied  by  the'  LocaJ  Kducation  Authority 
to  the  Local  .Meii1:i|  Ileellli  Authority,  under  Section  57  of  the  Lduca.- 
lion  Act,  1941,  numbered  22. 

I’liree  ho\  r wci'e  phiecfl  iindei-  Institutional  Care,  and  the  remain- 
ing. cliildi’en  midei’  Home  SiijjerN'ision . 
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Prior  to  the  5th  July,  details  of  all  In-Patieut  and  Out-Patient 
treatment,  afforded  to  school  children,  ‘were  submitted  by  Local 
Hospitals  with  their  claims  under  Section  48  (3)  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  the  Birkenhead  Hospital  klanagement  Committee  have  continued 
to  supply  full  particulars  of  In-Patient  treatment  in  respect  of  school 
children,  and  the  following  is  a classification  of  the  diseases  encountered 
during  the  year:  — 


In-Patient  Treatment 


Localisation  of  Disease. 

Birkenhead 

Municipal 

MUrral 

Children’s 

Birkenhead 

General 

Other 

Hospitals 

Total 

Cases 

1.  Heart  & Circulatory 

26 

18 

1 

— 

45 

2.  Nervous 

6 

23 

4 

— 

33 

3.  Respiratory 

57 

40 

— 

! ' 

100 

4.  Orthopaedic 

14  , 

15 

7 

3 

39 

5.  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  & 
Throat 

275 

80 

133 

489 

6 Urinary 

7 

16 

3 

— 

26 

7.  Surgical 

75 

103 

28 

— 

206 

8.  General 

65 

100 

12 

— 

177 

9.  Casualties 

18 

117 

7 

— 

142 

543 

512 

195 

7 

! 

1257 

Bed-days 

7421 

7221 

1006 

1 

149  jl5797 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

During  the  year  14,422  children  were  inspected  and  9,055  were 
found  to  require  treatment.  The  number  actually  treated  was  6,814, 
details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  staff  of  the  School  Dental  Clinic  at  the  beginning  of  1948, 
consisted  of  i\lr.  P.  Wilson  Smith,  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Miss  E. 
Warlow  and  Jlr.  J.  B.  Andrew,  Assistant  Dental  Officers.  During 
January,  Mr.  M.  D.  Hely  took  up  an  appointment  as  Assistant  Dental 
Officer.  In  August,  iMiss  Warlow  resigned  because  of  prolonged  ill 
health. 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports:  — 

“ The  new  X-Eay  unit  was  ready  for  use  in  April,  so  that,  for  the 
brst  time  it  became  possible  to  take  and  process  Dental  X-Eay  films 
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on  the  premises,  which  has  proved  very  satisfactory  indeed  and  has 
achieved  excellent  results. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  surgery  being  constructed  in  this 
clinic  was  coinpleted.  Thus,  there  are  now  live  fully  equip^jed 
surgeries. 

The  condition  of  the  children’s  teeth  remains  much  the  same  as 
in  recent  years.  There  is  still  a great  deal  of  dental  caries,  and  a small 
degree  of  intiammation  of  the  gums  is  not  uncommon.  Children  and 
parents  are  taking  more  interest  in  the  teeth  and  more  children  are 
brushing  their  teeth  regularly. 

The]-e  have  been  many  enquiries  by  mothers  concerning 
irregularities  in  the  teeth;  a number  of  these  Orthodontic  cases  have 
been  treated,  some  by  simple  extractions  and  some  by  the  use  of 
applumces.  In  several  cases  X-Eay  examination  has  revealed  the 
presence  of  teeth  buried  in  the  gum  as  the  cause  of  the  irregularity, 
and  these  have  been  removed  surgically  under  local  anaesthesia. 

iMost  of  the  School  Dental  Officers’  time  is  spent  in  dealing 
with  ravages  of  dental  caries,  either  by  extraction  or  conservative  treat- 
ment. The  aetiology  of  dental  caries  has  yet  to  be  fully  elucidated, 
but  there  is  evidence  that  the  diet  plays  an  important  role.  Eeports 
indicate  that  a diet  rich  in  fresh  foods,  produced  from  healthy  soils, 
are  A'ery  beneficial,  not  only  for  ’the  dental  health,  but  for  health 
generally. 


Just  at  a time  when  iniplementation  of  the  1944  Education 
Act  and  the  National  Health  Service  Act  was  contemplated,  the  trans- 
ference of  DeiE^d  personnel  from  the  Schools  Health  Service  to 
National  Health  Service  is  of  course  due  to  the  lack  of  decision  by 
tlie  various  bodies  concerned  on  a suitable  and  adequate  remuneration 
of  School  Dental  Surgeons. 

( 'onse(jueiitly  tlie  treatment  given  at  this  clinic  will  inevitably 
have  to  be  considerably  curtailed,  which  will  be  a disappointment  after 
so  many  years  of  efficient  service.” 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1948 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  Inspections  in  tbe  prescribed  Groups:— 

Entrants  2284 

Second  Age  Group  1850 

Third  Age  Group  1442 

Total  5576 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  1695 

Grand  Total  7271 

B.-OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  5741 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  4708 

Total  10449 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to 
Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

P'or  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  1 1 A. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

3 

394 

397 

Second  Age  Group 

118 

175 

268 

Third  Age  Group 

71 

103 

156 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

192 

672 

821 

Other  Pei  iodic  Inspections 

124 

248 

343 

Grand  Total  ...  

316 

920 

1164 
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TABLE  11. 

A.— l^E TURN  OF  DEl'ECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31sC  DECEMBER,  1948 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

Defect 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  defects 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

i Requiring’ 

treatment 

1 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
I'equiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Reqiriring  t 
be  kept  urtd. 
ol)servatior 
but  not 
requiring 
t rear  ment 

(1) 

(■2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4 

Skin 

87 

101 

452 

2 

5 

Ev  es  — ji.  Vision 

290 

185 

45 

— 

b.  Squint 

60 

67 

17 

1 

c.  Other 

42 

29 

426 

2 ' 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing  ... 

13 

33 

31 

— 

b.  Otitis  Media 

12 

26 

18 

— ' ■; 

c.  Other 

40 

34 

261 

1 ' 

/ 

Nose  or-  Throat 

291 

510 

2.30 

— 

Speech  

21 

46 

120 

Ill  : j 

9 

Cer  vical  Glands 

7 

135 

52 

— ' • 

10 

Hear  t & Cir  culation  .. 

49 

216 

46 

— 

11  : 

Lungs— T.  B.&  NLT.B. 

30 

272 

225 

- 

12 

Developmental — 

1 i 

a.  Hernia 

7 

12 

— 

— 1 ■' 

b.  Other  

16 

163 

1 

1 

O 

i O 

Or  thOjJttdic  — 

1 

a.  I’osture  ... 

9 

18 

1 

— i 

b.  Flat  f'oot 

140 

95 

11 

i ’ 

c.  Other  X on-Pul 
T.  B. 

Ner  v(jus  syst(Mn  -r- 

50 

122 

39 

- 1 

14 

a.  Epilcjjsv... 

— 

3 

4 

j 

1 

b.  Other 

26 

56 

54 

! 

lo 

Psv<  hological  — 

a.  Development 

.1 

11 

57 

8 

b.  .Slabilit v — 

1 

1 

25 

21 

— 

p; 

Otlrer  

21.  j 

,7. 

1 392 

- 

1236  233.1  3.103  126 


Health  of  school  children 


69 


R.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A. 

(Good) 

R. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

(1) 

(2)' 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

ntrants 

2284 

354 

15.50 

1659 

72.64 

271 

11.86 

scond  Age  Group 

1850 

191 

10.32 

1573 

85.03 

I 86 

4.65 

bird  Age  Group  ... 

1442 

1 

121 

8.39 

1225 

84.96 

1 

* 96 

6.65 
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